
The Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(RMAP) is the transportation Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for the Rockford Region. 
By Federal Law, urbanized areas (over 50,000) are 
required to have an organization that plans and 
coordinates decisions regarding the area's trans-
portation systems.  RMAP is empowered and 
governed by a Cooperative Agreement that has 
been adopted by the Cities of Rockford, Belvidere, 
Loves Park, Village of Machesney Park, the Rockford 
Mass Transit District (RMTD), the Counties of Boone 
and Winnebago and the State of Illinois acting 
through the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT).

The Greenways Plan is an interconnected region-
wide network of linear open spaces that provide 
many bene�ts to northern Illinois: environmental, 
recreational, economic, aesthetic, and transporta-
tion via shared-use paths.  Thus, the regional 
greenways network is a critical component of our 
“green” infrastructure.

Now in its fourth iteration, the Greenways Plan has 
laid the foundation for natural areas protection, 
balanced growth, and expanded transportation 
choices.  This plan has led to the successful receipt 
of many grants within the region; from acquiring 
and restoring prime natural habitat, to connecting 
and adding shared-use path mileage. 

This plan has close linkages to broader community 
planning initiatives such as promoting smart 
growth by protecting the region’s rich natural 
resources while encouraging the regions invest-
ment and development to occur around existing 
communities and infrastructure. 

ABOUT US

2015 GREENWAYS PLANNING COMMITTEE
The 2015 edition of the Boone and Winnebago County Greenways Map and Green Infrastructure Plan-

ning Document were designed, collaborated, and developed in house at the Rockford Metropolitan 

Agency for Planning.   Direct consultation and supervision from the most knowledgeable and experi-

enced environmental organizations, planners, local citizens, and the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources made this project possible. The Greenways Planning Committee met many times over the 

course of a year to develop this map and planning guide. The Guide, "Greenways: A Green Infrastructure 

Plan for Boone and Winnebago Counties", can be obtained in Hard Copy by contacting RMAP directly. 

The Greenways Planning Committee is con�dent that this planning tool outlines the most accurate and up to date environmental information for our region.  
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Green Infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, and natural processes to manage 

and create healthier urban environments.  These natural areas provide 

animal habitat, �ood protection, recreational opportunities, cleaner air, and 

cleaner water among other things.

The Kishwaukee River Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan is based on an area 

in Winnebago County that has signi�cant natural and recreational resources 

and has been identi�ed for a new industrial development corridor. The 

assets and opportunities present at this location made it an ideal site to 

incorporate green infrastructure into development plans. Chicago Wilder-

ness recognized this opportunity, and Boeing funded a project to provide 

green infrastructure consulting and technical assistance to municipalities 

with jurisdiction over the development corridor.

WHAT IS A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN?

PREVENTING FUTURE WATER WORRIES

The I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project, because of its size and prox-

imity to the Kishwaukee River, is a project that should be sensitively 

designed paying special attention to the quantity and quality of storm water 

runo� produced by development. Preventing storm water impacts within 

the boundary of the I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project (1,348 acres), 

Eco-Rock Land�ll Expansion (862 acres), and Global Trade Park (1,637 acres), 

will go a long way in protecting the public investments already made along 

the Kishwaukee River.

Advanced storm water engineering strategies in common practice today 

have proven e�ective in mitigating storm water impacts on rivers and 

streams and can be incorporated into the design of the proposed industrial 

developments to help insure the protection of the Kishwaukee River. The 

Green Infrastructure Plan for the Kishwaukee River recommends land devel-

opment policies, best management practices for storm water management, 

and ordinance revisions needed to implement these strategies.

THE VALUE OF NATURE

For More Information:   krep.bios.niu.edu  

t

MULTIPLE USE TRAIL
GUIDELINES

A multi-use trail allows for two-way, o�-street 
pedestrian and bicycle use. Runners or joggers, 
equestrians and other non-motorized users are also 
welcome. These trails are frequently found in parks, 
forest preserves, greenways or utility corridors 
where there are few con�icts with motorized 
vehicles.

Pedestrians stay to the right side of 
trails and watch for other users 
approaching from the rear.  When 
running be alert of your surround-
ings especially if listening to music, 
as you must yield to equestrians.

Bicyclists must yield to EVERYONE. 
Give audible warning when passing 
pedestrians, equestrians or stopped 
bicyclists. Slow down and form a 
single �le line when passing another 
user after warning of approach.

ALL users should yield to equestrians 
ALL the time!  Make sure your horse 
has the temperament and proper 
training for congested public trails.   
Announce your intention to pass 
other trail users and reduce speed to 
pass safely, pass on left side only.

Photo Credit: Mark Blassage
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They O�er Amazing Views of Our Region...
Rock Cut State Park And They Foster Environmental Stewards to Protect Our Lands...
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They Encourage Healthy Lifestyles And Active Transportation...

Historic Stone Bridge Trail 

They Protect and Preserve Signi�cant Cultural and Historic Sites...

Photo Credit: Tony Szuta

Belvidere 
Municipal Park

Photo Credit: Colin Belle

Photo Credits: Jamie B. Johannsen

Iowa

Wisconsin Illinois

Moline
Rock Island

Dixon

Sterling

Fort Atkinson

Watertown

Janesville

Loves Park
Machesney Park

Rockford

Beloit

Waupun

Byron

Oregon

Grand Detour

Edgerton

Rockton

Jefferson

Horicon

Prophetstown
Erie

South Beloit
Roscoe

Theresa

Mayville
Kekoskee

Hustisford

Johnson Creek

Rock Falls

Lyndon

£¤41

£¤45

£¤151

£¤41

£¤45

£¤45

£¤51

£¤41

£¤51

¬«26

¬«26

¬«23

¬«16

¬«26

¬«2

¬«26

¬«60

¬«44

¬«2

¬«26

¬«26

¬«16

¬«60

§̈¦894

§̈¦180

§̈¦74

§̈¦43

§̈¦88

§̈¦90

§̈¦43

§̈¦90

§̈¦74

§̈¦39

§̈¦80

§̈¦94

§̈¦88

0 10 205 Miles

¯

East
Moline

Moline
Rock Island

Milan

Coal
Valley

Colona

Carbon
Cliff

Cleveland

Silvis

Iowa

Illinois
§̈¦280

§̈¦88

§̈¦74

§̈¦80

See Inset
Above

The Rock River Trail
320 river miles and

37 river communities

www.rockrivertrail.com

Scenic and Historic Route
River Communities

Rock River Trail
The Rock River Trail, RRT, is a local initiative to 

establish a multi-use trail of recreational, scenic 
and historic interest and signi�cance along the 

320 mile long Rock River.

In Winnebago County alone there are approxi-
mately 36 river miles of the Rock River Trail 

o�ering some beautiful views of the Rock River 
and northern Illinois.  The Rock River Trail can 
also be accessed from Boone County on the 

Kishwaukee River tributary.

•  The Rock River Trail achieved designation into 
the National Water Trails System in 2013

•  Goal to establish a scenic, recreational and 
historic route within the river corridor includ-

ing the Rock River Trail Scenic and Historic 
Route for motorists and the Rock River Trail 

Bike Route with hiking opportunities
•  The RRT promotes ecotourism and recre-
ational opportunities throughout the river 
corridor that include many options for safe 

portage of the dams by kayakers and canoers
•  The RRT Council advocates to protect, 

preserve and educate about our native Ameri-
can peoples, or cultural and historical settl-

ments, and contributions of the river valley’s 
industrialists, agriculturalists, statesmen and 

visionaries to the American experience
•  The RRT's mission is to improve water quality 

and nurture the enhancement of the river 
ecosystem by supporting and advocating for 

natural resource conservation, stewardship and 
environmental planning and design

•  The RRT supports economic development 
and revitalization of our river communities in 

an environmentally conscious manor

 What areas are a priority?
Public agencies seek to preserve unique and 

high-quality natural resources including wildlife 

habitat, stream beds, fens, wetlands, prairie, and 

wooded areas. The best candidates for preserva-

tion are lands that meet one or more of the 

following criteria:

1.  Are adjacent to existing protected areas

2. Link trails, creeks, streams, wetlands, wooded 

areas and other special ecosystems

3.  Are within critical and sensitive areas

What about my property?
We wait for you to come to us. Conservation agen-

cies do not actively pursue private property. Most 

times, property owners seeking to protect a 

resource approach a public agency or private land 

trust to identify preservation opportunities.

How are natural resources preserved?

There are many di�erent ways to preserve prop-

erty. Wetland Reserve Programs, Illinois Nature 

Preserves, park dedications, conservation ease-

ments, Agricultural Preservation Areas, and 

no-build agreements all provide varying degrees 

of �exibility to balance development needs and 

preservation goals.

P R E S E R V A T I O N
S T R A T E G I E S

P U R P O S E  O F  G R E E N W A Y S

O B J E C T I V E S

B E N E F I T S

To promote a regional greenway network that protects natural, cultural, and scenic resources. Greenways 
provide recreational bene�ts, enhanced natural beauty, improved environmental quality, health and 

exercise opportunities, and they help support our local economy.

To provide a comprehensive regional planning tool for government agencies and others involved in land 
use planning, natural areas preservation, transportation and recreation.

To coordinate transportation planning with the greenways planning process.
US EPA National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA

Education - Increases the level of understanding regarding the importance and value of greenways and 
encourages stewardship of natural and cultural resources.

Natural Area Protection - Provides a resource for community leaders, organizations, and individuals 
making decisions about which natural areas should be protected.

Recreation - Identi�es high quality outdoor recreational resources that de�ne the character of the region.

Government Coordination - Provides a means by which the numerous government agencies in the two 
counties can coordinate their e�orts in regard to greenway protection. This allows for a continuing forum 
for discussion among governmental jurisdictions and the private sector.  This also coordinates land 
acquisition plans among government agencies and assists these agencies in allocating resources for 
natural areas and trails.

Growth Management - Provides a tool to help communities guide growth and development away from 
valuable natural resources and toward existing infrastructure.

Economic Development - Highlights local, natural, and cultural areas of signi�cance.  Improves quality of 
life helping to retain our current population while also attracting new families to the area who desire to 
work and live in a Region with many types of outdoor recreational opportunities and amenities.

Wildlife Protection - Promotes corridors along waterways that create an interconnected network of 
greenways that supports wildlife habitats and maintains healthy ecological processes.  Plants and animals 
must be able to move around in order to survive. Greenways provide this connection.

Environmental Quality - Encourages greenway protection that will reduce �ood severity and damage, 
improve water quality, and provide  areas for groundwater recharge of underground aquifers.
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The Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(RMAP) is the transportation Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for the Rockford Region. 
By Federal Law, urbanized areas (over 50,000) are 
required to have an organization that plans and 
coordinates decisions regarding the area's trans-
portation systems.  RMAP is empowered and 
governed by a Cooperative Agreement that has 
been adopted by the Cities of Rockford, Belvidere, 
Loves Park, Village of Machesney Park, the Rockford 
Mass Transit District (RMTD), the Counties of Boone 
and Winnebago and the State of Illinois acting 
through the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT).

The Greenways Plan is an interconnected region-
wide network of linear open spaces that provide 
many bene�ts to northern Illinois: environmental, 
recreational, economic, aesthetic, and transporta-
tion via shared-use paths.  Thus, the regional 
greenways network is a critical component of our 
“green” infrastructure.

Now in its fourth iteration, the Greenways Plan has 
laid the foundation for natural areas protection, 
balanced growth, and expanded transportation 
choices.  This plan has led to the successful receipt 
of many grants within the region; from acquiring 
and restoring prime natural habitat, to connecting 
and adding shared-use path mileage. 

This plan has close linkages to broader community 
planning initiatives such as promoting smart 
growth by protecting the region’s rich natural 
resources while encouraging the regions invest-
ment and development to occur around existing 
communities and infrastructure. 
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2015 GREENWAYS PLANNING COMMITTEE
The 2015 edition of the Boone and Winnebago County Greenways Map and Green Infrastructure Plan-

ning Document were designed, collaborated, and developed in house at the Rockford Metropolitan 

Agency for Planning.   Direct consultation and supervision from the most knowledgeable and experi-

enced environmental organizations, planners, local citizens, and the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources made this project possible. The Greenways Planning Committee met many times over the 

course of a year to develop this map and planning guide. The Guide, "Greenways: A Green Infrastructure 

Plan for Boone and Winnebago Counties", can be obtained in Hard Copy by contacting RMAP directly. 

The Greenways Planning Committee is con�dent that this planning tool outlines the most accurate and up to date environmental information for our region.  
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Green Infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, and natural processes to manage 

and create healthier urban environments.  These natural areas provide 

animal habitat, �ood protection, recreational opportunities, cleaner air, and 

cleaner water among other things.

The Kishwaukee River Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan is based on an area 

in Winnebago County that has signi�cant natural and recreational resources 

and has been identi�ed for a new industrial development corridor. The 

assets and opportunities present at this location made it an ideal site to 

incorporate green infrastructure into development plans. Chicago Wilder-

ness recognized this opportunity, and Boeing funded a project to provide 

green infrastructure consulting and technical assistance to municipalities 

with jurisdiction over the development corridor.

WHAT IS A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN?

PREVENTING FUTURE WATER WORRIES

The I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project, because of its size and prox-

imity to the Kishwaukee River, is a project that should be sensitively 

designed paying special attention to the quantity and quality of storm water 

runo� produced by development. Preventing storm water impacts within 

the boundary of the I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project (1,348 acres), 

Eco-Rock Land�ll Expansion (862 acres), and Global Trade Park (1,637 acres), 

will go a long way in protecting the public investments already made along 

the Kishwaukee River.

Advanced storm water engineering strategies in common practice today 

have proven e�ective in mitigating storm water impacts on rivers and 

streams and can be incorporated into the design of the proposed industrial 

developments to help insure the protection of the Kishwaukee River. The 

Green Infrastructure Plan for the Kishwaukee River recommends land devel-

opment policies, best management practices for storm water management, 

and ordinance revisions needed to implement these strategies.

THE VALUE OF NATURE

For More Information:   krep.bios.niu.edu  
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MULTIPLE USE TRAIL
GUIDELINES

A multi-use trail allows for two-way, o�-street 
pedestrian and bicycle use. Runners or joggers, 
equestrians and other non-motorized users are also 
welcome. These trails are frequently found in parks, 
forest preserves, greenways or utility corridors 
where there are few con�icts with motorized 
vehicles.

Pedestrians stay to the right side of 
trails and watch for other users 
approaching from the rear.  When 
running be alert of your surround-
ings especially if listening to music, 
as you must yield to equestrians.

Bicyclists must yield to EVERYONE. 
Give audible warning when passing 
pedestrians, equestrians or stopped 
bicyclists. Slow down and form a 
single �le line when passing another 
user after warning of approach.

ALL users should yield to equestrians 
ALL the time!  Make sure your horse 
has the temperament and proper 
training for congested public trails.   
Announce your intention to pass 
other trail users and reduce speed to 
pass safely, pass on left side only.
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They Encourage Healthy Lifestyles And Active Transportation...

Historic Stone Bridge Trail 

They Protect and Preserve Signi�cant Cultural and Historic Sites...
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The Rock River Trail
320 river miles and

37 river communities

www.rockrivertrail.com

Scenic and Historic Route
River Communities

Rock River Trail
The Rock River Trail, RRT, is a local initiative to 

establish a multi-use trail of recreational, scenic 
and historic interest and signi�cance along the 

320 mile long Rock River.

In Winnebago County alone there are approxi-
mately 36 river miles of the Rock River Trail 

o�ering some beautiful views of the Rock River 
and northern Illinois.  The Rock River Trail can 
also be accessed from Boone County on the 

Kishwaukee River tributary.

•  The Rock River Trail achieved designation into 
the National Water Trails System in 2013

•  Goal to establish a scenic, recreational and 
historic route within the river corridor includ-

ing the Rock River Trail Scenic and Historic 
Route for motorists and the Rock River Trail 

Bike Route with hiking opportunities
•  The RRT promotes ecotourism and recre-
ational opportunities throughout the river 
corridor that include many options for safe 

portage of the dams by kayakers and canoers
•  The RRT Council advocates to protect, 

preserve and educate about our native Ameri-
can peoples, or cultural and historical settl-

ments, and contributions of the river valley’s 
industrialists, agriculturalists, statesmen and 

visionaries to the American experience
•  The RRT's mission is to improve water quality 

and nurture the enhancement of the river 
ecosystem by supporting and advocating for 

natural resource conservation, stewardship and 
environmental planning and design

•  The RRT supports economic development 
and revitalization of our river communities in 

an environmentally conscious manor

 What areas are a priority?
Public agencies seek to preserve unique and 

high-quality natural resources including wildlife 

habitat, stream beds, fens, wetlands, prairie, and 

wooded areas. The best candidates for preserva-

tion are lands that meet one or more of the 

following criteria:

1.  Are adjacent to existing protected areas

2. Link trails, creeks, streams, wetlands, wooded 

areas and other special ecosystems

3.  Are within critical and sensitive areas

What about my property?
We wait for you to come to us. Conservation agen-

cies do not actively pursue private property. Most 

times, property owners seeking to protect a 

resource approach a public agency or private land 

trust to identify preservation opportunities.

How are natural resources preserved?

There are many di�erent ways to preserve prop-

erty. Wetland Reserve Programs, Illinois Nature 

Preserves, park dedications, conservation ease-

ments, Agricultural Preservation Areas, and 

no-build agreements all provide varying degrees 

of �exibility to balance development needs and 

preservation goals.

P R E S E R V A T I O N
S T R A T E G I E S

P U R P O S E  O F  G R E E N W A Y S

O B J E C T I V E S

B E N E F I T S

To promote a regional greenway network that protects natural, cultural, and scenic resources. Greenways 
provide recreational bene�ts, enhanced natural beauty, improved environmental quality, health and 

exercise opportunities, and they help support our local economy.

To provide a comprehensive regional planning tool for government agencies and others involved in land 
use planning, natural areas preservation, transportation and recreation.

To coordinate transportation planning with the greenways planning process.
US EPA National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA

Education - Increases the level of understanding regarding the importance and value of greenways and 
encourages stewardship of natural and cultural resources.

Natural Area Protection - Provides a resource for community leaders, organizations, and individuals 
making decisions about which natural areas should be protected.

Recreation - Identi�es high quality outdoor recreational resources that de�ne the character of the region.

Government Coordination - Provides a means by which the numerous government agencies in the two 
counties can coordinate their e�orts in regard to greenway protection. This allows for a continuing forum 
for discussion among governmental jurisdictions and the private sector.  This also coordinates land 
acquisition plans among government agencies and assists these agencies in allocating resources for 
natural areas and trails.

Growth Management - Provides a tool to help communities guide growth and development away from 
valuable natural resources and toward existing infrastructure.

Economic Development - Highlights local, natural, and cultural areas of signi�cance.  Improves quality of 
life helping to retain our current population while also attracting new families to the area who desire to 
work and live in a Region with many types of outdoor recreational opportunities and amenities.

Wildlife Protection - Promotes corridors along waterways that create an interconnected network of 
greenways that supports wildlife habitats and maintains healthy ecological processes.  Plants and animals 
must be able to move around in order to survive. Greenways provide this connection.

Environmental Quality - Encourages greenway protection that will reduce �ood severity and damage, 
improve water quality, and provide  areas for groundwater recharge of underground aquifers.
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A  MAP FOR

The Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(RMAP) is the transportation Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for the Rockford Region. 
By Federal Law, urbanized areas (over 50,000) are 
required to have an organization that plans and 
coordinates decisions regarding the area's trans-
portation systems.  RMAP is empowered and 
governed by a Cooperative Agreement that has 
been adopted by the Cities of Rockford, Belvidere, 
Loves Park, Village of Machesney Park, the Rockford 
Mass Transit District (RMTD), the Counties of Boone 
and Winnebago and the State of Illinois acting 
through the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT).

The Greenways Plan is an interconnected region-
wide network of linear open spaces that provide 
many bene�ts to northern Illinois: environmental, 
recreational, economic, aesthetic, and transporta-
tion via shared-use paths.  Thus, the regional 
greenways network is a critical component of our 
“green” infrastructure.

Now in its fourth iteration, the Greenways Plan has 
laid the foundation for natural areas protection, 
balanced growth, and expanded transportation 
choices.  This plan has led to the successful receipt 
of many grants within the region; from acquiring 
and restoring prime natural habitat, to connecting 
and adding shared-use path mileage. 

This plan has close linkages to broader community 
planning initiatives such as promoting smart 
growth by protecting the region’s rich natural 
resources while encouraging the regions invest-
ment and development to occur around existing 
communities and infrastructure. 

ABOUT US

2015 GREENWAYS PLANNING COMMITTEE
The 2015 edition of the Boone and Winnebago County Greenways Map and Green Infrastructure Plan-

ning Document were designed, collaborated, and developed in house at the Rockford Metropolitan 

Agency for Planning.   Direct consultation and supervision from the most knowledgeable and experi-

enced environmental organizations, planners, local citizens, and the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources made this project possible. The Greenways Planning Committee met many times over the 

course of a year to develop this map and planning guide. The Guide, "Greenways: A Green Infrastructure 

Plan for Boone and Winnebago Counties", can be obtained in Hard Copy by contacting RMAP directly. 

The Greenways Planning Committee is con�dent that this planning tool outlines the most accurate and up to date environmental information for our region.  
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Green Infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, and natural processes to manage 

and create healthier urban environments.  These natural areas provide 

animal habitat, �ood protection, recreational opportunities, cleaner air, and 

cleaner water among other things.

The Kishwaukee River Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan is based on an area 

in Winnebago County that has signi�cant natural and recreational resources 

and has been identi�ed for a new industrial development corridor. The 

assets and opportunities present at this location made it an ideal site to 

incorporate green infrastructure into development plans. Chicago Wilder-

ness recognized this opportunity, and Boeing funded a project to provide 

green infrastructure consulting and technical assistance to municipalities 

with jurisdiction over the development corridor.

WHAT IS A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN?

PREVENTING FUTURE WATER WORRIES

The I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project, because of its size and prox-

imity to the Kishwaukee River, is a project that should be sensitively 

designed paying special attention to the quantity and quality of storm water 

runo� produced by development. Preventing storm water impacts within 

the boundary of the I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project (1,348 acres), 

Eco-Rock Land�ll Expansion (862 acres), and Global Trade Park (1,637 acres), 

will go a long way in protecting the public investments already made along 

the Kishwaukee River.

Advanced storm water engineering strategies in common practice today 

have proven e�ective in mitigating storm water impacts on rivers and 

streams and can be incorporated into the design of the proposed industrial 

developments to help insure the protection of the Kishwaukee River. The 

Green Infrastructure Plan for the Kishwaukee River recommends land devel-

opment policies, best management practices for storm water management, 

and ordinance revisions needed to implement these strategies.

THE VALUE OF NATURE

For More Information:   krep.bios.niu.edu  
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MULTIPLE USE TRAIL
GUIDELINES

A multi-use trail allows for two-way, o�-street 
pedestrian and bicycle use. Runners or joggers, 
equestrians and other non-motorized users are also 
welcome. These trails are frequently found in parks, 
forest preserves, greenways or utility corridors 
where there are few con�icts with motorized 
vehicles.

Pedestrians stay to the right side of 
trails and watch for other users 
approaching from the rear.  When 
running be alert of your surround-
ings especially if listening to music, 
as you must yield to equestrians.

Bicyclists must yield to EVERYONE. 
Give audible warning when passing 
pedestrians, equestrians or stopped 
bicyclists. Slow down and form a 
single �le line when passing another 
user after warning of approach.

ALL users should yield to equestrians 
ALL the time!  Make sure your horse 
has the temperament and proper 
training for congested public trails.   
Announce your intention to pass 
other trail users and reduce speed to 
pass safely, pass on left side only.
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They Encourage Healthy Lifestyles And Active Transportation...

Historic Stone Bridge Trail 

They Protect and Preserve Signi�cant Cultural and Historic Sites...
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The Rock River Trail
320 river miles and

37 river communities

www.rockrivertrail.com

Scenic and Historic Route
River Communities

Rock River Trail
The Rock River Trail, RRT, is a local initiative to 

establish a multi-use trail of recreational, scenic 
and historic interest and signi�cance along the 

320 mile long Rock River.

In Winnebago County alone there are approxi-
mately 36 river miles of the Rock River Trail 

o�ering some beautiful views of the Rock River 
and northern Illinois.  The Rock River Trail can 
also be accessed from Boone County on the 

Kishwaukee River tributary.

•  The Rock River Trail achieved designation into 
the National Water Trails System in 2013

•  Goal to establish a scenic, recreational and 
historic route within the river corridor includ-

ing the Rock River Trail Scenic and Historic 
Route for motorists and the Rock River Trail 

Bike Route with hiking opportunities
•  The RRT promotes ecotourism and recre-
ational opportunities throughout the river 
corridor that include many options for safe 

portage of the dams by kayakers and canoers
•  The RRT Council advocates to protect, 

preserve and educate about our native Ameri-
can peoples, or cultural and historical settl-

ments, and contributions of the river valley’s 
industrialists, agriculturalists, statesmen and 

visionaries to the American experience
•  The RRT's mission is to improve water quality 

and nurture the enhancement of the river 
ecosystem by supporting and advocating for 

natural resource conservation, stewardship and 
environmental planning and design

•  The RRT supports economic development 
and revitalization of our river communities in 

an environmentally conscious manor

 What areas are a priority?
Public agencies seek to preserve unique and 

high-quality natural resources including wildlife 

habitat, stream beds, fens, wetlands, prairie, and 

wooded areas. The best candidates for preserva-

tion are lands that meet one or more of the 

following criteria:

1.  Are adjacent to existing protected areas

2. Link trails, creeks, streams, wetlands, wooded 

areas and other special ecosystems

3.  Are within critical and sensitive areas

What about my property?
We wait for you to come to us. Conservation agen-

cies do not actively pursue private property. Most 

times, property owners seeking to protect a 

resource approach a public agency or private land 

trust to identify preservation opportunities.

How are natural resources preserved?

There are many di�erent ways to preserve prop-

erty. Wetland Reserve Programs, Illinois Nature 

Preserves, park dedications, conservation ease-

ments, Agricultural Preservation Areas, and 

no-build agreements all provide varying degrees 

of �exibility to balance development needs and 

preservation goals.

P R E S E R V A T I O N
S T R A T E G I E S

P U R P O S E  O F  G R E E N W A Y S

O B J E C T I V E S

B E N E F I T S

To promote a regional greenway network that protects natural, cultural, and scenic resources. Greenways 
provide recreational bene�ts, enhanced natural beauty, improved environmental quality, health and 

exercise opportunities, and they help support our local economy.

To provide a comprehensive regional planning tool for government agencies and others involved in land 
use planning, natural areas preservation, transportation and recreation.

To coordinate transportation planning with the greenways planning process.
US EPA National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA

Education - Increases the level of understanding regarding the importance and value of greenways and 
encourages stewardship of natural and cultural resources.

Natural Area Protection - Provides a resource for community leaders, organizations, and individuals 
making decisions about which natural areas should be protected.

Recreation - Identi�es high quality outdoor recreational resources that de�ne the character of the region.

Government Coordination - Provides a means by which the numerous government agencies in the two 
counties can coordinate their e�orts in regard to greenway protection. This allows for a continuing forum 
for discussion among governmental jurisdictions and the private sector.  This also coordinates land 
acquisition plans among government agencies and assists these agencies in allocating resources for 
natural areas and trails.

Growth Management - Provides a tool to help communities guide growth and development away from 
valuable natural resources and toward existing infrastructure.

Economic Development - Highlights local, natural, and cultural areas of signi�cance.  Improves quality of 
life helping to retain our current population while also attracting new families to the area who desire to 
work and live in a Region with many types of outdoor recreational opportunities and amenities.

Wildlife Protection - Promotes corridors along waterways that create an interconnected network of 
greenways that supports wildlife habitats and maintains healthy ecological processes.  Plants and animals 
must be able to move around in order to survive. Greenways provide this connection.

Environmental Quality - Encourages greenway protection that will reduce �ood severity and damage, 
improve water quality, and provide  areas for groundwater recharge of underground aquifers.
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The Rockford Metropolitan Agency for Planning
(RMAP) is the transportation Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organization (MPO) for the Rockford Region. 
By Federal Law, urbanized areas (over 50,000) are 
required to have an organization that plans and 
coordinates decisions regarding the area's trans-
portation systems.  RMAP is empowered and 
governed by a Cooperative Agreement that has 
been adopted by the Cities of Rockford, Belvidere, 
Loves Park, Village of Machesney Park, the Rockford 
Mass Transit District (RMTD), the Counties of Boone 
and Winnebago and the State of Illinois acting 
through the Illinois Department of Transportation 
(IDOT).

The Greenways Plan is an interconnected region-
wide network of linear open spaces that provide 
many bene�ts to northern Illinois: environmental, 
recreational, economic, aesthetic, and transporta-
tion via shared-use paths.  Thus, the regional 
greenways network is a critical component of our 
“green” infrastructure.

Now in its fourth iteration, the Greenways Plan has 
laid the foundation for natural areas protection, 
balanced growth, and expanded transportation 
choices.  This plan has led to the successful receipt 
of many grants within the region; from acquiring 
and restoring prime natural habitat, to connecting 
and adding shared-use path mileage. 

This plan has close linkages to broader community 
planning initiatives such as promoting smart 
growth by protecting the region’s rich natural 
resources while encouraging the regions invest-
ment and development to occur around existing 
communities and infrastructure. 

ABOUT US

2015 GREENWAYS PLANNING COMMITTEE
The 2015 edition of the Boone and Winnebago County Greenways Map and Green Infrastructure Plan-

ning Document were designed, collaborated, and developed in house at the Rockford Metropolitan 

Agency for Planning.   Direct consultation and supervision from the most knowledgeable and experi-

enced environmental organizations, planners, local citizens, and the Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources made this project possible. The Greenways Planning Committee met many times over the 

course of a year to develop this map and planning guide. The Guide, "Greenways: A Green Infrastructure 

Plan for Boone and Winnebago Counties", can be obtained in Hard Copy by contacting RMAP directly. 

The Greenways Planning Committee is con�dent that this planning tool outlines the most accurate and up to date environmental information for our region.  
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Green Infrastructure uses vegetation, soils, and natural processes to manage 

and create healthier urban environments.  These natural areas provide 

animal habitat, �ood protection, recreational opportunities, cleaner air, and 

cleaner water among other things.

The Kishwaukee River Corridor Green Infrastructure Plan is based on an area 

in Winnebago County that has signi�cant natural and recreational resources 

and has been identi�ed for a new industrial development corridor. The 

assets and opportunities present at this location made it an ideal site to 

incorporate green infrastructure into development plans. Chicago Wilder-

ness recognized this opportunity, and Boeing funded a project to provide 

green infrastructure consulting and technical assistance to municipalities 

with jurisdiction over the development corridor.

WHAT IS A GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN?

PREVENTING FUTURE WATER WORRIES

The I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project, because of its size and prox-

imity to the Kishwaukee River, is a project that should be sensitively 

designed paying special attention to the quantity and quality of storm water 

runo� produced by development. Preventing storm water impacts within 

the boundary of the I-39/Baxter Road Redevelopment Project (1,348 acres), 

Eco-Rock Land�ll Expansion (862 acres), and Global Trade Park (1,637 acres), 

will go a long way in protecting the public investments already made along 

the Kishwaukee River.

Advanced storm water engineering strategies in common practice today 

have proven e�ective in mitigating storm water impacts on rivers and 

streams and can be incorporated into the design of the proposed industrial 

developments to help insure the protection of the Kishwaukee River. The 

Green Infrastructure Plan for the Kishwaukee River recommends land devel-

opment policies, best management practices for storm water management, 

and ordinance revisions needed to implement these strategies.

THE VALUE OF NATURE

For More Information:   krep.bios.niu.edu  
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MULTIPLE USE TRAIL
GUIDELINES

A multi-use trail allows for two-way, o�-street 
pedestrian and bicycle use. Runners or joggers, 
equestrians and other non-motorized users are also 
welcome. These trails are frequently found in parks, 
forest preserves, greenways or utility corridors 
where there are few con�icts with motorized 
vehicles.

Pedestrians stay to the right side of 
trails and watch for other users 
approaching from the rear.  When 
running be alert of your surround-
ings especially if listening to music, 
as you must yield to equestrians.

Bicyclists must yield to EVERYONE. 
Give audible warning when passing 
pedestrians, equestrians or stopped 
bicyclists. Slow down and form a 
single �le line when passing another 
user after warning of approach.

ALL users should yield to equestrians 
ALL the time!  Make sure your horse 
has the temperament and proper 
training for congested public trails.   
Announce your intention to pass 
other trail users and reduce speed to 
pass safely, pass on left side only.
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They Encourage Healthy Lifestyles And Active Transportation...

Historic Stone Bridge Trail 

They Protect and Preserve Signi�cant Cultural and Historic Sites...
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The Rock River Trail
320 river miles and

37 river communities

www.rockrivertrail.com

Scenic and Historic Route
River Communities

Rock River Trail
The Rock River Trail, RRT, is a local initiative to 

establish a multi-use trail of recreational, scenic 
and historic interest and signi�cance along the 

320 mile long Rock River.

In Winnebago County alone there are approxi-
mately 36 river miles of the Rock River Trail 

o�ering some beautiful views of the Rock River 
and northern Illinois.  The Rock River Trail can 
also be accessed from Boone County on the 

Kishwaukee River tributary.

•  The Rock River Trail achieved designation into 
the National Water Trails System in 2013

•  Goal to establish a scenic, recreational and 
historic route within the river corridor includ-

ing the Rock River Trail Scenic and Historic 
Route for motorists and the Rock River Trail 

Bike Route with hiking opportunities
•  The RRT promotes ecotourism and recre-
ational opportunities throughout the river 
corridor that include many options for safe 

portage of the dams by kayakers and canoers
•  The RRT Council advocates to protect, 

preserve and educate about our native Ameri-
can peoples, or cultural and historical settl-

ments, and contributions of the river valley’s 
industrialists, agriculturalists, statesmen and 

visionaries to the American experience
•  The RRT's mission is to improve water quality 

and nurture the enhancement of the river 
ecosystem by supporting and advocating for 

natural resource conservation, stewardship and 
environmental planning and design

•  The RRT supports economic development 
and revitalization of our river communities in 

an environmentally conscious manor

 What areas are a priority?
Public agencies seek to preserve unique and 

high-quality natural resources including wildlife 

habitat, stream beds, fens, wetlands, prairie, and 

wooded areas. The best candidates for preserva-

tion are lands that meet one or more of the 

following criteria:

1.  Are adjacent to existing protected areas

2. Link trails, creeks, streams, wetlands, wooded 

areas and other special ecosystems

3.  Are within critical and sensitive areas

What about my property?
We wait for you to come to us. Conservation agen-

cies do not actively pursue private property. Most 

times, property owners seeking to protect a 

resource approach a public agency or private land 

trust to identify preservation opportunities.

How are natural resources preserved?

There are many di�erent ways to preserve prop-

erty. Wetland Reserve Programs, Illinois Nature 

Preserves, park dedications, conservation ease-

ments, Agricultural Preservation Areas, and 

no-build agreements all provide varying degrees 

of �exibility to balance development needs and 

preservation goals.

P R E S E R V A T I O N
S T R A T E G I E S

P U R P O S E  O F  G R E E N W A Y S

O B J E C T I V E S

B E N E F I T S

To promote a regional greenway network that protects natural, cultural, and scenic resources. Greenways 
provide recreational bene�ts, enhanced natural beauty, improved environmental quality, health and 

exercise opportunities, and they help support our local economy.

To provide a comprehensive regional planning tool for government agencies and others involved in land 
use planning, natural areas preservation, transportation and recreation.

To coordinate transportation planning with the greenways planning process.
US EPA National Environmental Policy Act, NEPA

Education - Increases the level of understanding regarding the importance and value of greenways and 
encourages stewardship of natural and cultural resources.

Natural Area Protection - Provides a resource for community leaders, organizations, and individuals 
making decisions about which natural areas should be protected.

Recreation - Identi�es high quality outdoor recreational resources that de�ne the character of the region.

Government Coordination - Provides a means by which the numerous government agencies in the two 
counties can coordinate their e�orts in regard to greenway protection. This allows for a continuing forum 
for discussion among governmental jurisdictions and the private sector.  This also coordinates land 
acquisition plans among government agencies and assists these agencies in allocating resources for 
natural areas and trails.

Growth Management - Provides a tool to help communities guide growth and development away from 
valuable natural resources and toward existing infrastructure.

Economic Development - Highlights local, natural, and cultural areas of signi�cance.  Improves quality of 
life helping to retain our current population while also attracting new families to the area who desire to 
work and live in a Region with many types of outdoor recreational opportunities and amenities.

Wildlife Protection - Promotes corridors along waterways that create an interconnected network of 
greenways that supports wildlife habitats and maintains healthy ecological processes.  Plants and animals 
must be able to move around in order to survive. Greenways provide this connection.

Environmental Quality - Encourages greenway protection that will reduce �ood severity and damage, 
improve water quality, and provide  areas for groundwater recharge of underground aquifers.
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