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Boone County Conservation District Meeting
April 17, 2016
Minutes
I.

Roll Call and Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was
called to order by Board President John Todt at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 17 th, 2016 at
the Gustafson Nature Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL.
Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: John Todt, Sean
Beckmann, Mike Petersen, George Thomas, and Matthew Bullard. Also present were
Dan Kane, Mick Johnston, Attorney Loos, Josh Sage, Cathie Johnson, Pam Stock, Mike
Quigley and Aarron Minson.

II.

Minutes
March 14, 2016 Meeting
Sean Beckman motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that the minutes of the March 14,
2016 meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

Matthew Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen – aye
John Todt – aye

George Thomas – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Motion approved.

III.

Financial reports
Financial reports for March 2016 were reviewed and filed subject to audit.

IV.

Public Input
No public was present.
Staff Reports
The reports were included with the packet.

VI.

District Affairs
School, Public and Scout Program Fee Schedule
Mike Petersen moved and Sean Beckmann seconded that the fee schedule for school,
public and scout programs be adopted as presented. (See attachment)
Poll votes were:

Matthew Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen – aye
John Todt – aye

George Thomas – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Motion approved.

Great Lakes Basin Proposed Train Route
Director Kane requested the board approve the letter he had written to the Surface
Transportation Board concerning the proposed train route.
Mike Petersen motioned and Matthew Bullard seconded that the board approve the
letter and that it be sent to the Surface Transportation Board.
Poll votes were:

VII.

Matthew Bullard – aye
George Thomas - aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Accounts Payable
Matt Bullard motioned and Sean Beckmann seconded that the District pay the payables
due through March 14, 2016.
Poll votes were:

Motion approved.

VIII.

Board Comments
No comments.

Matthew Bullard – aye
George Thomas - aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

IX.

Adjournment
Matt Bullard motioned and Sean Beckmann seconded that at the hour 4:15 p.m. the
meeting be adjourned.
Poll votes were:

Matthew Bullard – aye
George Thomas - aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Motion approved.
__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
Secretary

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUMMARY REPORT for the Board of Trustees
MONTH ENDING MARCH 31, 2016

Checking
Beginning
Balance

14,720.02

Revenues

5,941.23

Payroll

Alpine Invest
Fund

56,453.44

Total

1,513,533.31

1,584,706.77

1,798.11

7,739.34

Expenditures 44,090.88

44,034.53

88,125.41

Transfer
In

38,546.56

109,546.56

71,000.00

Transfer Out 38,546.56
Ending
Balance

9,023.81

71,000.00

50,965.47

109,546.56

1,444,331.42 1,504,320.70

As you can see I have enclosed the first page of the monthly report for the investment accounts held at Alpine
Bank – I am still working on how to enter all the monetary data into my accounting program, so this is what the
report is going to look like until I get it figured out. 

Monthly Report
April, 2016
Dan Kane, Executive Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates:
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF):


Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 2015 Community Stewardship
Challenge Grant:
New habitat restoration work at the stewardship grant project at the Kishwaukee Valley
Conservation Area has been accomplished. The contracted work to remove invasive
trees and shrubbery was completed the week of March 1st through the 4th. Volunteers
continue to seed the area to native plant communities and other work to improve the
habitat.
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - Monarch Habitat Grant Program: BCCD
staff have determined that we can more effectively implement a pollinator project if we
submit an independent grant application. We are meeting with Andrew Diallesandro,
Private Lands Biologist, with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service on May 6th to discuss several
project options. The group effort is still a viable project for the Winnebago County Forest
Preserve District and the Natural Land Institute, but the BCCD’s involvement had been
marginalized, so we decided to advance our own initiatives.
Easement/License Agreement Request(s):
 Frontier Communications application: Frontier had proposed some last minute changes to
the agreement documents. Attorneys Winkler and Augsberger both disagree with the
proposed changes and have responded to Frontier indicating that position.
Proposed Land Donations: There are no new items to report under this topic.
OpenLands Project:
1. The County Line Road Bridge Project: The McHenry County DOT has started
construction on the bridge replacement and stormwater management work. We are meeting
with the project Engineer, Jim Werner, on Friday, April 15th to discuss the project and
determine what our next steps are. We might be closing in on a date to purchase the
property there from Openlands.
Update BCCD Master Plan:
There isn’t any new information to report at this time.
Long Prairie Trail (LPT): The trail has been inspected and remains open for use. We will
begin an assessment of where the pavement needs to be replaced this summer and will be working
with the Belvidere Township to see how they might assist us in that work.
Development of a Boone County Conservation District Employee Succession Plan: We are
working to schedule time with Lyle Williams in the next few weeks now that all of the employee
reviews have been completed.

Comcast Cares:
Comcast a community outreach program called Comcast Cares. This new
opportunity has gained substantial community interest. We now have more than 80 volunteers
signed up to participate in the April 23rd Long Prairie Trail Clean-up event, with three local units
of government (the Village of Poplar Grove, The City of Belvidere, and Boone County) supporting
the Comcast Cares sponsorship with proclamations acknowledging April 23rd at Comcast Cares
Day.
Landowners offers to sell land to BCCD:
At the March Board meeting the board of
trustees authorized Director Kane to pursue grant opportunities to support the acquisition of the
three properties discussed. Contact has been made with Openlands staff to gage their interest
toward supporting this effort. No appraisals or other work has taken place as of yet. But, that will
be the next step.

New Issues & Activities:
Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corporation’s Proposed New Railroad: The Board of Trustees
had a brief introduction to this proposal at the March board meeting. Since that meeting, BCCD
staff have assembled several groups of data relating to the natural resources of Boone County and
BCCD sites. Comments have been prepared along with a cover letter to submit to the federal
Surface Transportation Board at the public hearing scheduled for April 19th at the Boone County
Community Building. A copy of the cover letter and comments were sent to each trustee for
review and input. A copy of this letter is included with this board packet. The 65 or so documents
that will also be submitted with this cover letter and comments are too extensive to include with
the board meeting packet as many of the documents exceed 100 pages in size or contain large or
numerous graphics that prohibit transfer by e-mail. Anyone interested in seeing these documents
can stop by the office prior to the board meeting and I will be happy to show them to you. All of
these documents have been converted to PDF file format and are on a thumb drive that will be
given to the Surface Transportation Board’s representative at the April 19th public hearing.
It is my recommendation that the Board of Trustees officially approve these comments at the April
19th Board meeting and if the board elects to do so, take a position on this proposal.
(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
*Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities! The web address is:
www.bccdil.org. Please feel free to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in
this report, the accompanying documents, or about a district related issue. Thank you!

Monthly Report April 2016
Director of Operations Mick Johnston

Beginning of the canoe launch at Hazelwood property, which is on County Line Rd. This is a joint partnership
with McHenry County Transportation, McHenry County Conservation District, Openlands, and the Boone County
Conservation District!
Risk Management Committee Because of changes in peoples schedules we needed to reorganize the Risk
Management Committee. The committee members are now George Thomas, Lyle Williams, Mike Quigley, Tina
Dawson Scott, Pam Stock, and Mick Johnston. Dan Kane will occasionally sit in on the meetings as well. It is the
intention for the committee to meet quarterly to discuss problems, trends, relaying information and team thinking
of potential issues.
Special Events Met with Cathie Johnson and Pam Stock to review and refine the process for special events. This
will help make the paperwork for the events flow better. Hopefully it will assure that maintenance will be notified
correctly of the status of the event. I worked with many people with special event requests.
Parks and Conservation Foundation meeting Attended meeting for the Parks and Conservation Foundation.
Natural Lands Institute Dan, Josh and I attended the Natural Lands Institute annual banquet.
New Cart for Maintenance Ordered and took delivery a new cart for the Maintenance Dept. per last months’
notice. The final cost was $8,600.
Rivers Edge I went to see encroachment problems at Rivers Edge subdivision. I had maintenance put up boundary
markers to give the residents some idea where our boundary is. They have been notified three times to stop
encroachment. We will wait to see how the new season progresses. Encroachment has happened all over the
District.
IPARKS Inspection We had a visit with Dan Gilmer (loss control specialist) with IPARKS, which is our insurance
carrier. The inspection went well. There were a few minor suggestions he asked us to change. They have already
been accomplished. So it was an overall great meeting.
Ballard building work I met with Brad Bartell (with the Fire Protection District #2) to discuss the continued effort
for the Fire District to use the three houses, and two garages for training for their District. They will totally
demolish those building for BCCD. This will begin the transformation of the buildings on that site.
Seasonal Maintenance Mike Quigley and I interviewed 10 people for the seasonal maintenance positions. Mike
has chosen his people for the 2016 season. They are now going through their pre-employment screenings.
IACD We are getting ready for the IACD meeting in Springfield April 21st at the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources headquarters. Dan Kane, Josh Sage and I will be attending.

Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage
Natural Resources Management Department
April 2016

1.

Seed Harvest
 The seed inventory for 2015 is included in your April board packet.
 Aarron Minson will be present to answer questions and summarize the inventory.

2. Tuttle Clarkson Natural Area
 A 1.5-acre portion of the site was cleared of invasive trees and brush.
 Herbicide treatment of resprouts is completed.
 A prescribed fire was completed this spring season.
 A winter 2017 seeding will take place with seed collected over the 2016 growing season.
3.

Goats


4.

The goats will be move into the field soon.

Blanding’s Turtles
 The turtles are up and moving.
 Transmitters will be replaced soon.

5. Kinnikinnick USFWS Project
 The BCCD was awarded $10,000 to remove middle and understory invasive trees and
brush within the nature preserve and buffer at Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area.
 Large invasive trees have been removed. This will allow for Oak regeneration.
 Herbicide treatment of resprouts is completed.
 The seeding for this project has been completed with machinery and the help of our
Tuesday volunteer crew.
 The FINAL REPORT for this project has been submitted, accepted, and closed!
 BCCD staff is very pleased with the project and is excited to see the development over
the next three years.

6. Piscasaw Fen Mitigation
 A tile line investigation has been completed.
 Tree removal in the project area has been completed.
 Herbaceous weed control will start soon.
 Monitoring wells will be installed in May.
 United States Army Corp staff visited the site and are pleased with the progress so far.
7. Volunteer Stewardship Grant – Kishwaukee Valley
 All of the seed for this project has been collected and purchased.
 All of the seed for this project has been planted with help from volunteers.
 Invasive tree and brush removal has been completed by the contractor, Central Tree.





All fence removal for this project has been completed. Volunteers removed 1,000 linear
feet of fencing.
Herbaceous weed control will start soon.
Josh will be updating the Park and Conservation Foundation of the projects progress in
May.

8. Prescribed Fire Season
 Josh attended the Illinois Prescribed Fire Council Symposium at The Illinois Fire Service
Institute in Champaign, Illinois.
 Conservation Areas burned Fall ’15 & Spring ‘16
i. Fall 2016
a. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area-70 Acres
ii. Spring 2016
a. Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area – 32.5 Acres
b. Distillery Conservation Area – 75 acres
c. Tuttle Clarkson Natural Area – 6.2 Acres
d. Spencer Conservation Area – 19 Acres
 Total Acres Burned - 202.7
9. Spencer Conservation Area, riparian restoration
 This project is being completed with funds from memorial donations.
 The project consists of clearing invasive species from the middle and understory of a
riparian woodland along the banks of the Kishwaukee River.
 Resprouts will be treated and the area will be seeded with high quality native seed.
 This is an exciting new project that will put donations to good use creating high quality
habitat!

Maintenance Board Report
April 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Started cleaning up parking areas where the snow plows have piled the rocks.
Turn on water to the green house.
Cleaned up mess from homeless person.
Replaced garbage cans where needed.
Serviced vehicles and replaced belts Rangers 1&2, blazer,
Worked on the front bearings on the Blazer.
Cleaned trucks Dakota,
Cleaned up limbs in Spencer trails,
Pulled garbage can out of pond.
Repaired gate post on LPT at County Line Rd
Clean shop.
Cut trees after storm, LPT, Kinnikinnick, Distillery
Continue picking up trash on Newberg Rd.
Blew leaves out of the Pavilion.
Picked up litter, emptied garbage, and cleaned restrooms at all sites.
Replaced emergency exit lights at all sites.
Replaced AED battery in the Administration building.
Helped with burns at Distillery, Spencer, and Piscasaw Fen.
Put 18 bags of bentonite on a pallet to be picked up.
Cleaned up firewood in festival area.
Purchased a new cultivator for the gardens.
Took down a hanging branch in front of the office by the road.
Welded a brace back on the roto-tiller.
Blew leaves and debris off of the LPT.
Repaired the handicapped pier at the blue pond.
Replaced light covers at the pavilion.
Pruned trees on the LPT near grain bins in Poplar Grove.
Filled holes on the side of the LPT.
Turned outhouse back over at Spencer three times. Tried to steak them down.
Put up boundary marker at Rivers Edge.
Started filling potholes in all parking areas.
Serviced roto-tillers.
Hauled old tables out to garden shed.
Put up new gates near the office.
Dumped waste oil container and cleaned up the floor.
Tried to get new risers for pit toilets.
Took firewood and kindling to the Dog area.
Did some site inspections.
Hauled picnic tables out of Anderson woods.
Took the bus, F350 and GMC to get inspected at the safety lane.
Ordered Carsonite posts.
Repaired weather strip on a Ranger.
Took GMC dump truck to have the transmission looked at.

44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Took F350 to get rear running lights fixed.
Picked up paint for gates.
Painted 4x4s for gates.
Did interviews for seasonal maintenance positions.
Dismantled raised beds at the German Garden.
Cleaned out compost bins.

Education Department
I.

II.

April 2016 Board Report

School Programs
o Spring school programs have started.
o I have received the first Spanish translation for teacher packets from BNHS. It is
now available to teachers online. They are currently working on the next one.
o Working on aligning programs with NGSS. Coordinating with District 100
administrators and teachers.
o Our Envirothon team from BHS did well at the regional competition, placing first
in the county and first for their oral presentation.
o A junior high student from Montessori Private Academy job-shadowed me for a
week.
o Created a new pre-school program and have 2nd class already registered for it!
Public Programs
o I am teaching 2 classes for the Master Naturalists – Environmental Ethics and
Black Bears.

III.

Scouts
o Held a Merit Badge workshop for 20 boy scouts. They earned their Soil & Water
Conservation badge and helped with some brush clearing in Spencer.
o Many of these scouts were from Cook and Lake Counties.
o Several of them have already signed up for two workshops we are offering in the
Fall.

IV.

Camp
o The summer staff has been hired.
o Registrations have started and are off to a good start.
o Donations are coming in for camp scholarship program. We have raised over
$4000 so far, but more is need to cover the amount we usually award each year.
o Thank you to the board members who have already contributed to this worthy
cause!

V.

VI.

Meetings/Conferences
o I passed my recertification for Wilderness First Responder.
o Attended Risk Management meeting.
o Co-hosted, along with Northeast region of EEAI, a workshop for educators
focused on implementing NGSS into our programs and working with school
districts and teachers.
Other
o I have hired a high school intern to help with animal care and various other tasks.

o Updating Education pages on website to include lots of new information and
links.

Board Report April 2016
Special Events and Public Outreach Manager

George Thomas, Tina Dawson Scott met with Janet Englesen and Gwen Jones about interpreting the Norwegian
cabin. They told us how they interpreted the cabin and what worked best. We will be looking for some volunteers
to work in the cabin for Autumn Pioneer Festival.
The Long Prairie Trail Cleanup is Saturday April 23. We will be starting at the Poplar Grove Village Hall with
registration at 8:30 and lunch at noon. Comcast Cares is sponsoring the event and all registered attendees will
receive a free t-shirt and box lunch. So far we have 76 people registered and a possible 25 more attending.
I will be doing a gardening workshop with the girl scouts on April 24 in the Norwegian Garden. They will be
planting carrots and radishes.
There will be a Historic Knitting class on Saturday April 30. One of our APF reenactors, Donna Walzer, will be
presenting the class.
Heritage Plant sale will be at the end of May.
Boy Scout troop 121 will be putting a Butterfly Way Station in the German Garden. It will have native plants, and a
small enclosure for chrysalis. This was in the back of the Norwegian garden but Canada Thistle need to be
eradicated in that area of the garden so they are moving to the German garden since the RSVP group is no longer
using that garden.
North Boone Middle School will be bringing 150 7th graders out to do a program in the Potawatomi Garden on
Friday May 6. They will be planting the garden, and doing two educational sessions; one in the wigwam on native
plants and their uses and one on Potawatomi culture.
Pam Stock

March 31, 2016
Mr. Dave Navecky
Office of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board
Docket No. FD 35952
395 E Street SW
Washington, DC 20423-0001
Re:
Comments – scope and content of the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) relative to the Great Lakes
Basin Transportation (GLBT) Corporation’s proposed new railroad.
Dear Mr. Dave Navecky:
The Boone County Conservation District (BCCD) is both directly and indirectly impacted by the proposed route of the
GLBT. The BCCD is a local unit of government established by local referendum in 1964 as detailed in its’ state
enabling legislation.
State Enabling Legislation:
Illinois Chapter 70 Special Districts (70 ILCS 410/ Conservation District Act) - Sec.
3. The purpose of this Act is to provide for the creation of conservation districts. Such districts may, and their principal
purpose is to, acquire in fee or a lesser right or interest, preserve and maintain wildland, other open land, scenic
roadways and pathways; hold such real property, with or without public access, for the education, pleasure and
recreation of the public or for other open space values; preserve portions thereof in their natural condition and
undertake development of other portions thereof; manage and use such real property in such manner and with such
restrictions as will leave it unimpaired for the benefit of future generations; and otherwise promote the conservation
of nature, flora and fauna, natural environment and natural resources of the district. (Source: Laws 1967, p. 2396.)
(70 ILCS 410/12b)
Sec. 12b. Eminent domain or condemnation. Property owned by a conservation district may not be subject to
eminent domain or condemnation proceedings.
(Source: P.A. 91-629, eff. 8-19-99.)
BCCD Mission Statement: “Preserve and manage natural areas and open spaces for ecological, educational, and
recreational benefits of present and future generations.”
The BCCD owns and manages approximately 3,500 acres of important conservation lands within Boone County
Illinois. Most of these lands are open to passive public uses such as hiking, bicycling, hunting, fishing, wildlife
observation, birding, canoeing/paddling, picnicking and other similar activities. There are two BCCD properties
directly affected by the proposed GLBT route – The Kishwaukee Valley Conservation Area (between Milepost 203.10
– Milepost 203.50); and the Long Prairie Trail (Milepost 212.50). There are two more BCCD properties – The Piscasaw
Fen Conservation Area (located approximately 1000 meters west of Milepost 209.6) and the Sewell Conservation
Area (located approximately 400 meters east of Milepost 200.50)
The BCCD is engaged management strategies that maintain, improve, restore, establish, or develop public
improvements or infrastructure serving public access and passive recreational activities. In addition, the BCCD is
deeply involved in preserving, restoring, buffering, and enhancing remnant native habitats; restoring cropland to
native plant communities of various ecological types in conjunction with landscape position and geomorphic
function. The District has also been active with acquiring new conservation lands prioritized by long-term

conservation planning efforts and opportunities afforded by the interests of willing sellers and funding
sought/awarded by several grant sources.
There is a slate of documents in accompaniment of this cover letter. These documents represent the District’s and
community’s efforts to plan and strategize conservation work – including public land acquisition and strategies for
private stewardship. There are scientific studies of flora and fauna occurring in Boone County and surrounding areas
within the bounds of the Kishwaukee River Watershed and its tributary creeks and streams. Some of these
references are included to provide you and your peers with information that indicates further research is needed to
assess and protect critical and sensitive lands – including areas that are likely contributing substantial groundwater
recharge due to the highly permeable geologic materials located at or near the land surface (see Geology for Planning
in Boone and Winnebago Counties and the associated plates). There are documents affiliated with land acquisition
grants that describe the character and quality of the land and water resources that these acquisitions are striving to
preserve. The District can provide additional documentation if you and other reviewers seek that input. There
wetland inventory maps of key segments of the proposed railroad route that utilize the United States Fish & Wildlife
Service’s 1987 National Wetland Inventory – which are now incorporated as a GIS layer in the Boone County GIS
database. There are several studies of flora and fauna completed by state and local agencies and organizations;
inventories completed by BCCD Natural Resources Department; and other natural resource assessments. There are
local and regional planning initiatives focused on greenways, green infrastructure, and efforts to address issues and
concerns detailed in the Illinois State Wildlife Action Plan.
The following is a complete list of documents provided on a thumb drive (there are 64 documents included):

1. 1987 United States Fish & Wildlife Service’s National Wetland Inventory data – digitized by
Boone County GIS and imposed on aerial photo background. There seven maps showing
wetland complexes in key watershed areas.
2. Boone & Winnebago County Regional Greenways Plan (2015 Edition). There are two map
files and one narrative document file.
3. A copy of the Boone County Conservation District 2006 Master Plan.
4. A copy of the Boone County Regional Stormwater Management Plan, adopted in 2011.
There are a group of accompanying maps that are associated with this document. These
maps are available online and a link to the Boone County Web page is included.
5. A copy of the 2002 Coon Creek/Mosquito Creek Natural Communities Assessment is
included as a PDF file.
6. A copy of the Crow’s Foot Conservation Area Feasibility Study – prepared as in the format
of a Microsoft PowerPoint presentation.
7. The BCCD has 16 inventory/assessment documents of species observed at various BCCD
sites. Each of these is provided in a PDF file format.
8. The BCCD has created a grid map of Boone County that is linked to a brief narrative and
table detailing the location of a list of known occurrences of critical species in Boone
County. The data table also includes an extrapolation of potential, privately owned habitat,
where these species might also occur. This data set is included with this cover letter.
9. There are three geology references included.
9.1. Geology for Land Use Planning in Boone and Winnebago Counties, Circular 531
9.2. Water Quality in the Glacial Aquifer System, Northern United States, 1993-2009,
Circular 1352.
9.3. Geological Society of America Position Policy Statement: Integrating Geoscience with
Sustainable Land-Use Management, adopted May 2009, Revised October 2014.
10. There are four Illinois Natural History Survey Reports submitted:
10.1.
Post-Construction Avifaunal Monitoring of the I-90 Corridor, 25 February 2016.

10.2.
Post-Construction Monitoring of Stream Fish Assemblages Along the I-90
Corridor, 8 February 2016.
10.3.
Biotic Integrity of Macroinvertebrate Communities Along the I-90 Corridor, 5
February 2016.
10.4.
Post-Construction Monitoring of Freshwater Mussel Assemblages Along the I-90
Corridor, 16 March 2016.
11. Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership – Request to Expand Boundary of the Kishwaukee
River Watershed’s Conservation Opportunity Area. There are nine documents that were
submitted to the Illinois Department of Natural Resources in support of expanding the COA
boundary. In conjunction, IDNR officials were invited to participate in a tour of the
proposed expansion area to observe first-hand the character and quality of habitat in the
expansion area. The supporting documents are:
11.1.
The Beaver Creek Watershed Action Plan, September 2008
11.2.
Belvidere Dam Fish Passage Alternatives Analysis
11.3.
A Proposed Kishwaukee COA boundary map
11.4.
Fish Assemblages and Stream Conditions in the Kishwaukee River Basin: Spatial
and Temporal Trends 2001-2011
11.5.
Lawrence Creek Watershed Plan, September 2008
11.6.
Report on the Natural Resources and Habitat in the Kishwaukee River Watershed
11.7.
Kishwaukee River Watershed – Strategic Plan for Habitat Conservation and
Restoration, January 2006.
11.8.
Upper Kishwaukee River Watershed Plan, November 2008
11.9.
Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership – Letter to IDNR requesting expansion
of COA boundaries.
12. Land Acquisition Grant Application for the “Holland Site,” which is now part of the
Kishwaukee Valley Conservation Area – directly on the GLBT Route.
12.1.
Grant Application to Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation
12.2.
Site Development and Management Plan – PDF of Cover Page, and PDF of
document
13. Additional Mussel Inventories:
13.1.
PDF format of Final Report – 2011 Kishwaukee River Biological Inventory
Project, funded by the Oberweiler Foundation
13.2.
Freshwater Mussels of the Rock River, Illinois Natural History Survey Technical
Report 2012 (17), May 29, 2012.
13.3.
Freshwater Mussels of the Rock River Tributaries: Pecatonica, Kishwaukee, and
Green River Basins in Illinois, Illinois Natural History Survey Technical Report 2013
(13), March 19, 2013.
14. Vision for a Kishwaukee River Water Trail – PDF file of map.
The information contained in these documents is also used to support comments included in this cover letter.

Boone County Conservation District Comments:
1. Boone County Regional Stormwater Management Plan:
1.1. The Boone County Regional Stormwater Committee Adopted a new Regional Stormwater
Management Plan in December of 2011. This plan provides important guidance that

should be implemented if the railroad project moves forward. Key aspects that need to be
evaluated are:
1.1.1. Planning, designing and implementing best management practices that address the
stormwater impacts associated with the impervious nature imposed by the railroad’s
footprint on the landscape. Including, but not limited to:
1.1.1.1.
mitigating the additional stormwater runoff;
1.1.1.2.
addressing/monitoring the quality of stormwater leaving the footprint of the
railroad;
1.1.1.3.
avoiding/mitigating the impact on wetlands and wetland buffer areas;
1.1.1.4.
mitigating impacts to groundwater infiltration and recharge;
1.1.1.5.
ensuring that the quality and character of groundwater is not adversely
affected by activities associated with construction, operation, and maintenance
of the railroad and associated infrastructure;
1.1.1.6.
planning, designing and implementing an effective erosion and sediment
control plan for the entire railroad route and any facilities associated with it.
1.1.1.7.
and any other.
1.1.2. The Illinois State Geological Survey Circular 531 is a basic reference that can be
used to identify areas in Boone County that are most likely susceptible to groundwater
degradation (see pages 29 & 30 and plates 2 & 3 at the end of the digitized copy).
United States Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service
soil survey data should also be assessed to collaborate the presence and distribution
of soils sensitive to impacts associated with groundwater recharge.
2. Kishwaukee River Riparian Corridor:
2.1. The Kishwaukee Valley Conservation Area is not available for use as part of the Great
Lakes Basin Transportation Corporation’s newly proposed rail road route. The Boone
County Conservation District purchased these important conservation lands using several
grant sources, including grant funds from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources Open Land Trust Fund; The Grand Victoria Foundation; The Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation; Boone County Land/Cash Ordinance Fees; and the Boone
County Conservation District’s operational fund. Any impact caused by the proposed
railroad project would have to be mitigated by replacing the impacted area with additional
conservation lands of equal or greater conservation/recreational value plus penalties. The
BCCD is not interested in facilitating impacts to this or other important conservation lands
regardless of public or private ownership.
2.1.1. Moving this route to avoid BCCD owned and managed conservation lands will
merely shift many, but not all of the impacts to adjoining or nearby lands. However,
some impacts would likely still occur due to physical characteristics of the railroad
and any infrastructure associated with it. The BCCD has specific concerns regarding
the proposed project – including but not limited to:
2.1.1.1.
Vibrations caused by additional train traffic – particularly with amphibians,
reptiles and other species that may be sensitive to this issue.
2.1.1.2.
Shading caused by bridging over critical habitats that are dependent on full
sun to support the diversity and floristic quality of certain sites.
2.1.1.3.
Interference with migratory species, interruption of wildlife movement
(fragmentation and/or disruption caused by the railroad activity, its bridges,
berms, and other structural elements).

2.1.1.4.
The GLBTC website indicates that their plan incorporates utilities located
within the right-of-way, including electric power, fiber optics, cable, and others.
The BCCD has no method of assessing how these utilities might complicate the
impacts to the natural resources affected by this proposal. Additional expertise
needs to assess this.
2.1.2. A number of references accompanying this cover letter include lists of species that
have been documented in Boone County. However, the BCCD has no method to
refine, or resources to assess, how the railroad proposal would impact the species that
have been observed and documented as occurring in Boone County. Additional
assessments and inventories will be needed to more completely determine the species
that occur here and how they might be impacted by this proposed project. In essence,
a full and complete environmental impact statement is needed and requested.
2.1.3. The BCCD’s Site Development and Management Plan for the Holland Site, which
is part of the Kishwaukee Valley Conservation Area, and the site that the GLBTC
railroad proposal crosses as at milepost 201.10. In addition, the BCCD in
collaboration with the local Parks and Conservation Foundation, has just completed
a habitat restoration and enhancement project that was funded by an Illinois Clean
Energy Community Foundation Stewardship Challenge Grant. Unfortunately, the
exact proposed route runs through the stewardship project site. Grant documents for
the stewardship challenge grant that accompany this letter include:
2.1.3.1.
The Stewardship Challenge Grant project description
2.1.3.2.
The stewardship project habitat restoration plan
2.1.3.3.
Summary table of local funds raised in response to fulfilling the challenge
2.1.3.4.
Submittal documents demonstrating the record of volunteer hours invested
in the stewardship challenge.
2.2. There are important conservation lands adjacent to the Kishwaukee Valley Conservation
Area. These lands are recognized as being critical and sensitive in the Boone and
Winnebago County Regional Greenway Plan; the Crow’s Foot Conservation Area
Feasibility Study; the Boone County Comprehensive Plan; and the Kishwaukee River
Ecosystem Partnership’s Watershed Plan & Strategic Plan. A great deal of effort and
energy has been invested in assessing the character and quality of the Kishwaukee River
and its tributary streams. The investment in planning has been followed-up with an
equally ambitious effort to implement this planning through acquisition of important
conservation lands and work to restore critical habitat for species in greatest need of
conservation – as detailed in the Illinois State Wildlife Action Plan.

3. Coon Creek Watershed:
3.1. The Coon Creek Watershed is tributary to the Kishwaukee River Watershed. The
previously referenced 2002 Coon Creek/Mosquito Creek Natural Communities
Assessment completed by Steve Weller of EcoLogic Planning, Inc., indicates the quality
and biologic character of this important local resource area. This study, funded by a grant
from the IDNR’s C-2000 initiative, was a key factor that motivated the Boone and
McHenry County Conservation Districts to conduct the Crow’s Foot Conservation Area
Feasibility Study. Both of these documents are provided in PDF format.

3.1.1. The Boone County Conservation District has purchased several properties within
the boundaries of this study area as a measure of moving forward to implement this
planning effort. Funding to support these acquisitions came from a 2003 Open Lands
Trust (OLT) grant awarded to the BCCD from the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources.
3.1.2. The Sewell Conservation Area; the Kishwaukee Valley Conservation Area; the
Rainbow Gardens Conservation Area; and, an 89-acre land acquisition project still in
progress located on the Kishwaukee River along East County Line Road are all land
acquisitions that were made possible by the IDNR’s - OLT grant award in
combination with funding from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation and
the Grand Victoria Foundation and local land/cash ordinance fees.
4. Piscasaw Creek Watershed:
4.1. The Boone County Conservation District owns and manages three sites along the Piscasaw
Creek in Boone County. These include:
4.1.1. Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area: This conservation area is 177-acres of
important conservation lands located approximately 1200 meters west of milepost
209.5. There are several, remnant, fen type wetlands located here, including an area
that has been characterized by United States Department of Agriculture’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service botanists as “the most diverse assemblage of native
plants found in northern Illinois.” A copy of the final report submitted for the Illinois
Clean Energy Community Foundation grant #5663 is included with this cover letter
to provide an example of the type of management the BCCD applies toward
developing, restoring, and enhancing native habitats and passive recreational
amenities. Detailed analysis of the flora and fauna that occur at this ecological gem
are included in the documentation accompanying this cover letter.
4.1.2. Stimes Park and Conservation Area: Is a small 26-acre site located approximately
4.8 kilometers east of milepost 211.0. The site consists of a remnant oak savanna and
restored native prairie adjacent to the Piscasaw Creek. This site offers picnicking,
fishing, hunting, water access, and other opportunities for passive recreation.
4.1.3. Funderburg Conservation Area: This is a 122-acre site that has had an active bald
eagle nest with a successfully breeding pair for at least five years. The nest is located
approximately 180 meters south of Woodstock Road on the west side of the Piscasaw
Creek. This site is located approximately 3,620 meters west of milepost 206 on the
proposed GLBTC railroad route. This site consists of a wetland/floodplain complex
with remnant oak savanna on the upland bluffs that are geomorphic remnants of a
glacial
outwash
river’s
flood
banks.
5. State – Listed Species (Endangered and Threatened):
5.1. There are records and documentation included with this cover letter showing the presence
of at least 12 state – listed species found in Boone County, Illinois. Not all of these species
show-up in IDNR’s EcoCat database, despite the fact that the appropriate documentation
was provided by the BCCD or other agencies/organizations. This data supports the need
to conduct a full scoped Environmental Impact Statement. Examples of these state listed
species include: Emyboidea blandinii – Blanding’s Turtle, Haliaeetus leucocephalis –
Bald Eagle, Ligumia recta – Black Sandshell Mussel, and Pandion haliaetus – Osprey.

6. Species in Greatest Need of Conservation (species of concern):
6.1. There are records and documentation included with this cover letter showing the presence
of at least 34 species in greatest need of conservation found in Boone County, Illinois.
The Boone County Conservation District strives to implement the Illinois State Wildlife
Action Plan, which is currently being revised and updated, in its effort to acquire important
conservation lands and in its effort to restore, enhance or improve habitat on lands it owns
and manages. Examples of these include: Colinus virginianus – Northern Bobwhite Quail,
Lontra canadensis – River Otter, Micropterus dolomieu – Smallmouth Bass, Opheodrys
vernalis – Smooth Green Snake.
7. Boone County Conservation District Requests
7.1. Involvement in the Environmental Impact Statement assessment process.
7.2. Involvement in the determination of avoidance and/or mitigation for potential impacts to:
7.2.1. Critical and sensitive lands
7.2.2. Wetlands
7.2.3. Assessment of Stormwater Impacts
7.2.3.1.
Including stormwater management
7.2.3.2.
Groundwater recharge
7.2.3.3.
Establishment of an Emergency Response Plan to address potential
derailment and release of contaminants transported by the railway. Specifically,
referencing:
7.2.3.3.1.
How local emergency response officials will be notified and
involved. Will this transportation corporation provide these local
emergency response agencies with the funding and equipment needed to
address an accidental spill of any number of potential contaminants?
7.2.3.3.2.
How the transportation corporation will mitigate and fund clean-up
efforts; restoration of soil, water, and/or any natural resource impacts.
7.3. If this project proceeds:
7.3.1. Then, the BCCD strongly encourages that impacts to local (Boone County) natural
resources be mitigated in Boone County. It is further encouraged that mitigation
funds be directed toward the Boone County Conservation District via the Parks &
Conservation Foundation as the BCCD has a 50-year history of conserving, owning,
managing, restoring important conservation lands and ecological functions in this
county. The BCCD Board of Trustees and Staff has a knowledge and understanding
of the natural resources of this community.
Thank you for your time and consideration in reviewing this cover letter, comments, and the 65 or more
accompanying documents – most, provided on a thumb drive.
Sincerely,

Dan Kane, Licensed Professional Geologist (LPG)
Executive Director
Boone County Conservation District
603 North Appleton Road
Belvidere, Illinois 61008

Final Accounts Payable for April

