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Boone County Conservation District Meeting
September 20, 2016
Minutes
I.

Roll Call and Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was
called to order by Board President John Todt at 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September 20,
2016 at the Gustafson Nature Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL.
Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: Sean Beckmann,
Mike Petersen, Matt Bullard and Katie Rudy. Board member John Todt was absent. Also
present were Dan Kane, Mick Johnston, Attorney Loos, Josh Sage, and Mike Quigley.

II.

Minutes
July 25, 2016 Special Meeting
Matt Bullard motioned and Sean Beckman seconded that the minutes of the July 25,
2016 special meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

Katie Rudy – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Matt Bullard – aye

Motion approved.
August 23, 2016 Meeting
Sean Beckmann motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that the minutes of the August 23,
2016 meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

Katie Rudy – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Matt Bullard – aye

Motion approved.
III.

Financial reports

Financial reports for August 2016 were reviewed and filed subject to audit.

IV.

Public Input
No public was present.

V.

Staff Reports
The reports were included with the packet.

VI.

District Affairs
Audit for Fiscal Year 2015/16
Sean Beckmann moved and Matt Bullard seconded that the district accept the audit as
presented.
Poll votes were:

Katie Rudy – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Matt Bullard aye

Motion approved.
Tour of BCCD Sites Acquired with ICECF Assistance
Discussion only – no action taken.
Long Prairie Trail
Discussion only – no action taken.
Roofing Bids
Katie Rudy motioned and Sean Beckmann seconded that the District accept the bid from
C.P.R. Roofing for all 3 phases of roofing totaling $56,800.
Poll votes were:

Katie Rudy – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt - aye

Mike Petersen – aye
Matt Bullard aye

Motion approved.
Amending the Budget to Facilitate Roofing Project
It was the consensus of the board that staff will shift funds in line items to
accommodate the roofing project. No motion needed.

Autumn Pioneer Festival
The festival is coming up this weekend and volunteers would be welcomed. No action
taken.
VII.

Accounts Payable
Mike Petersen motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that the District pay the payables due
through September 20, 2016.
Sean Beckmann amended the above motion to include the tax bill brought in by the
Parks and Conservation Foundation in the amount of $2811.64.
Poll votes were:

Mike Petersen – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt – aye

Katie Rudy - aye
Matt Bullard – aye

Motion approved.

VIII.

Board Comments
No comments.

X.

Adjournment
Mike Petersen motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that at the hour 5:18 p.m. the
meeting be adjourned.
Poll votes were:

Mike Petersen – aye
Sean Beckmann – aye
John Todt - aye

Katie Rudy - aye
Matt Bullard – aye

Motion approved.
__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
Secretary

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUMMARY REPORT for the Board of Trustees
MONTH ENDING AUGUST 30, 2016

Checking

Payroll

Beginning
Balance

(3,661.04) 42,306.54

Revenues

3,044.72

Expenditures 35,101.19

53,023.60

Transfer
In

52,693.46

92,000.00

Alpine Invest
Fund

Transfer Out 52,693.46
Ending
Balance

3,589.03

41,976.40

Total

Monthly Report
September, 2016
Dan Kane, Executive Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates:
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (ICECF):




Tour of BCCD Sites acquired with ICECF financial assistance: Josh Sage, Aarron
Minson, and Dan Kane took ICECF Executive Director Dennis O’Brian and Grant
Officer Jolie Krasinski on a tour of BCCD sites that they provided grant funding
toward. The tour was very well received and both Mr. O’Brian and Ms. Krasinski were
impressed with the habitat restoration work we have been doing. We included several
additional stops in the tour to show them sites that we would like to prepare a new grant
proposal for. They appreciated this as well. There was a surprise announced during
the tour regarding a revision of the ICECF energy grant program. They have a new
grant opportunity to fund the construction or rehabilitation of a zero energy building.
Mr. O’Brian was very interested in the barn a Piscasaw Fen and strongly encouraged
us to prepare a grant to rehabilitate the barn into a zero energy building that could be
used for education, office space, and even as a rental facility. This is most encouraging
and we will need to review the new grant program criteria and determine if we can
achieve the results that they seek. The new grant program will fund 60 percent of the
cost up to one million dollars. The BCCD would have to find the 40 percent required
match to be eligible for the grant program. (This issue will be on the board meeting
agenda for discussion and/or action.)

Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation 2015 Community Stewardship
Challenge Grant:
There is nothing new to report on this project, this month.
 National Fish and Wildlife Foundation - Monarch Habitat Grant Program:
There is nothing new to report on this project, this month.
Easement/License Agreement Request(s): There is nothing new to report this month.
Proposed Land Donations: There are no new items to report under this topic.
OpenLands Project:
1. The County Line Road Bridge Project: The bridge construction is complete. There are
several items that need to be completed to finish the work done on the stormwater
mitigation work (removal of erosion and sediment control materials) and a new best
management practice is needed to curb erosion at the canoe launch entry point. This
involves installing a trench and backfilling the trench with gravel and a drain tile to convey
water to the outlet without causing erosion as was occurring. The trees and seeding need
some attention where construction activities took place, but otherwise the project is nearly
done. We have met with the McHenry County Conservation District (MCCD) staff about
their installing an automated gate that will open and close on a timer.
Update BCCD Master Plan:
There isn’t any new information to report at this time.

Long Prairie Trail (LPT): Director of Operations, Mick Johnston, has just completed an
inspection of the trail, which indicates that there continues to be pavement cracking in areas that
have previously demonstrated this type of failure. The BCCD maintenance crew has filled the
cracks with limestone screenings to address the hazard and keep the trail in safe and useable
condition. The Boone County Community Foundation is planning to dispense the first allocation
from the Banks bequest fund. These funds will be used to address the most severely affected
sections of the LPT pavement and/or begin replacing one of three bridges. The first allocation is
anticipated to be $60,000 and will be presented at a Boone County Community Foundation event
on November 3rd. The event will be held at the Boone County Historical Museum at 7:30 a.m. All
BCCD Trustees are encouraged to attend this important community foundation event. (This issue
will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
Development of a Boone County Conservation District Employee Succession Plan: There
is no new information to report.
Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corporation’s Railroad Proposal:
Director Kane was asked to participate in a radio talk show program where this topic will be
featured. The program will broadcast live from 101.3 WHIW out of Harvard, Illinois on
Wednesday, September 28th between 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. Concerning the current status of
this proposal - the GLBTC is supposed to submit all of the potential alternative routes to the
Surface Transportation Board by September 20th.
Parks & Conservation Foundation:
The new website is up and running! We are in the
process of setting up a paypal account to handle online transactions for membership fees and
donations. Check it out! http://www.parksandconservation.org/.
Farm City Elevator – Request:
There is no new information to report this month.
2016 – 2017 Hunting Programs: A total of 52 people entered the firearm hunt lottery
including youth accompanying adults. Of the 52 entrants – 31 qualified to participate in the hunt;
8 entrants withdrew their applications; 7 failed the qualification process; and 4 individuals did not
show-up to qualify. The Archery Hunt program has 75 qualified hunters and will begin in October.
A total of $605 was received toward firearm qualification fees.
Purchase of Hazelwood Property from Openlands:
This is anticipated to occur soon.
Groundwater Protection Initiative:
This initiative continues to move forward, but at a
slower pace. The Health and Human Services Committee of the Boone County Board started this
initiative by requesting a formerly disbanded committee re-convene to discuss how to proceed. A
third, independent group – the Kishwaukee River Ecosystem Partnership, was asked if members
could offer any technical assistance. There was interest and some efforts have resulted in
information that may help local officials determine how best to proceed with this effort. The
County has already indicated that there are no funds available for this work.

New Issues & Activities:
Financial Audit for the Year Ended March 31, 2016:
The audit was distributed to the
Board of Trustees at the August 23rd Board meeting. Auditor Brian Anderson will present the
audit at the September 19th Board meeting. (This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for
discussion and/or action.)

Amendment of the Budget: Director of Operations, Mick Johnston, will be presenting a request
to amend the budget to adjust spending and transfer and additional sum of funds into the capital
improvement line item for the purpose of completing roof replacements on recently bid project.
(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
Selection of Bid Proposal: The Board of Trustees needs to select the bid proposal for the
Maintenance Shop and/or Newhouse Cabin Roof Replacement. Director of Operations, Mick
Johnston, will present the bid tabulation information and make a recommendation to the board.
(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
35th Annual Autumn Pioneer Festival:
If you have not already done so, please contact Pam
Stock to sign-up for some volunteer hours at the APF. We especially need Trustees to assist with
the BCCD Booth at this event. Pam will set you up with period correct clothing and you can help
us inform the public about what the BCCD does the remaining 363 days of the year!! Please take
time to help! (This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
*Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities! The web address is: www.bccdil.org. Please feel free
to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this report, the accompanying documents, or about
a district related issue. Thank you!

Monthly Report September 2016
Director of Operations Mick Johnston
Ballard Farm

Work has begun on the demolition of five buildings at the Ballard Farm Site. Fire Protection District #2 has burned
down two of the three houses and one garage. The last house and five car garage are still going to be burned
down. The Fire protection District is getting some very valuable training time and we are getting these buildings
down. It is a great example of two governmental agencies working together for a common goal. Thank you Brad
Bartell And the rest of the members of the District #2 Fire Protection District.
New Roofs
Recently Ollmann, Ernest, Martin Architects worked on our bid specs for the Maintenance building and the
Newhouse cabin. Jeff Ernest did the bidding process for this work. There were three bids turned in. We originally
had budgeted $25,000 for the beginning of this project. We also budgeted $20,000 for the cabins.
All American Exterior Solutions $73,700
C.P.R Roofing Inc.
$56,800
Sterling Commercial Roofing $64,400
It is my recommendation that we move some money around to take advantage of the savings that we can by
getting it all done by C.P.R. Roofing at $56,800. We will still need to get the Murray cabin done next year.
Autumn Pioneer Festival
We are now in full festival mode. The next three weeks are pretty much
dedicated to the event. All the details from the year of planning are all coming
together. The staff does a great job of working together on this event. This
year there will be a commemorative log for the presenters to sign. After they
sign it, their names will be wood burned into it, to commemorate the years
they have been coming here.

Archery and Firearm hunt
Made and put out maps for all hunting areas for hunters to record the spots for their der stands. I participated in
one of the four firearm qualifications on August 24th. I attended the archery meeting to help Dan, on Thursday
August 25th.

Maintenance report
September 2016
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

Put up and take down of the deer stand at the range.
Pulled mower out that was stuck.
Started filling pot holes in Spencer, Kinnikinnick,
Took a couple of buckets of dirt and gravel to fill in holes at the Dog area.
Picked up wood to finish the stage in the festival area.
Stained wood for the stage.
Finished the repairs to the stage.
Sanded the log for the festival.
Cut, and trimmed at all sites.
Picked up litter, emptied garbage and cleaned restrooms at all sites.
Cut trees on LPT, Spencer, Edwards, Distillery,
Cleaned out under a bridge on the LPT
Had the City prune some limbs around the Rec. Hall.
Had a tree cut near the bird seed buildings.
Repaired brakes on the Green Dodge.
Went to Farm & Fleet for shop supplies.
Hauled 65 tires from the Sewell parking lot.
Made new saw horse barracades.
Sharpened chain saw blades.
Repaired split rail fence in festival area.
Made a steak for tie down for the deer stand.
Worked on pole saw recoil.
Cleaned the refrigerator at maintenance.
Filled cracks with ag lime on the LPT.
Trimmed tree limbs in festival area.
Cut the brush on the turtle in the festval area.
Took mower to have drive hub repaired. Parts were still covered on the warranty.
Did a super clean at Brown Conservation Park.
Attended roofing bid meetings.
Started putting wood chips out in the festival area.
Cut down small trees for the crosscut saw.
Covered wood pile.
Took wood bin to the festival area.
Cut weeds in the German garden.
Checked all lock combinations and oiled at all sites.
Put away the bird seed order.
Burned brush pile.
Picked up wagons for the festival.

Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage
Natural Resources Management Department
September 2016

1.

Seed Harvest
 Seed collecting with staff and volunteers is in full swing.

2. Tuttle Clarkson Natural Area
 A 1.5-acre portion of the site was cleared of invasive trees and brush.
 Herbicide treatment of resprouts has been completed.
 A prescribed fire was completed this spring season.
3.

Goats


4.

The goats will be at Piscasaw Fen through October

Blanding’s Turtles
 The turtles are being monitored as time allows.

5. Piscasaw Fen Mitigation
 A tile line investigation has been completed.
 Tree removal in the project area has been completed.
 Herbaceous weed control has started.
 United States Army Corp staff visited the site and are pleased with the progress so far.
6. Volunteer Stewardship Grant – Kishwaukee Valley
 All of the seed for this project has been collected and purchased.
 All of the seed for this project has been planted with help from volunteers.
 Invasive tree and brush removal has been completed by the contractor, Central Tree.
 All fence removal for this project has been completed. Volunteers removed 1,000 linear
feet of fencing.
 Herbaceous weed control continues.
7. Spencer Conservation Area, riparian restoration
 This project is being completed with funds from memorial donations.
 The project consists of clearing invasive species from the middle and understory of a
riparian woodland along the banks of the Kishwaukee River.
 Resprouts are being treated.
 This is an exciting new project that will put donations to good use creating high quality
habitat!
8. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area – USFWS Habitat Enhancement Project
 The USFWS will continue helping with habitat work at Kinnikinnick
 This project will create 17 acres of short grass prairie, shrub land, and oak savanna.
 The project will start fall/winter of 2016 and continue into 2019.

9. Herbaceous weeds being controlled this month
 Canada Thistle
 Soapwort
 Queen Anne’s Lace
 Mowing all first and second year native plantings at numerous conservation areas.
Doing this helps to eliminated competition from annual and biannual weeds that can
outcompete the more conservative slow growing natives.
10. Native pollinator plantings at the office and APF grounds
 Preparing seed beds for winter and spring plantings.
 These sites will be used for education purposes as well as a seed source for milkweed
and nectar plants for the Monarch butterfly.
11. Clean Energy Foundation Tour
 Aarron and Josh helped Dan with a tour that was given to staff members from the
Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation.

Education Department
I.

II.

September 2016 Board Report

School Programs
o There are 18 school groups registered for our living history programs.
o Partnered with CEANCI and Boone County Schools (career building program).
Public Programs
o Tree ID workshop had 12 people registered.
o Getting ready for APF.

III.

Scouts
o Helped group of boy scouts complete Environmental Science Merit Badge.
o Scheduled several groups for volunteer work and brief talk about BCCD.
o Indian Lore merit badge workshop – 12 scouts

IV.

Camp
o Trying to spend one month not thinking about it.

V.

VI.

Meetings/Conferences
o Attended EEAI board meeting in Urbana.
o Working on IACD conference scheduled for February.
Other
o Received two more adoptions for nature center animals.
o Created sponsorship board to recognize donors.
o Working with webmaster to post adoption info online and add videos created by a
BHS student for each one of our animals.

Board Report September 2016
Special Events and Public Outreach Manager

Twelve scouts earned their Indian Lore Badge on September 27 and helped rebuild the wigwam along with one
volunteer.
We are in the final weeks of preparing for the Autumn Pioneer Festival. I met with the Dogs of War Chapter
motorcycle group that will be doing the parking for us to go over details of parking and what is needed from them.
The next few weeks will be busy taking care of all of the last minute details involved with APF.
Tina and I will be leading the Fall Color Cruise on October 10th. We will be going to Mineral Point Wisconsin.

Pam Stock

Final Accounts Payable for September

