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Please be advised that a regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District’s 
Board of Trustees will be held on Tuesday, July 18, 2017 at 4:00 p.m. at the Roger D. 
Gustafson Nature Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL. 

  
At 3:30 p.m. the financial committee will meet. 
 
After the meeting at 5:00 p.m., a trustee/employee picnic will be held. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Boone County Conservation District 
 

Meeting of July 18, 2017 
 

Agenda 
 
Call to Order and Roll Call 
 
      Matt Bullard    Sean Beckmann  

Mike Petersen    Kathryn Rudy 
  George Thomas   Deb Loos 
   
Minutes 
  
 Minutes of the June 20, 2017 meeting 
 
Financial Reports 
 
        June 2017 
 
Comments from the Public 
 
  Each person requesting time to address the board will be limited to speaking 
  for 3 minutes and must state their name and address for the record. 
 
  If more than 1 person requests time to address the board on the same topic,  

they also are limited to 3 minutes and must address different issues and  
not just reiterate the same points as the person speaking before them. 

 
Reports 
  
District Affairs 
 

• Grant Proposal 

• County Line Road Bridge Project 

• Pease Annexation and Special Use Request, City of Belvidere Case 2017-18 

• New Trustee – George Thomas 

• Spencer Incident 
 

 
Accounts Payable  
 
Board Member Comments 
 
Adjournment  
 

 



 
 
 
 

Boone County Conservation District 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of June 20, 2017 
 

Index 
 
 

Roll Call and Call to Order         I 
 
    
Minutes           II 
  Minutes of the May 16, 2017 meeting       
   
Financial Reports          III 
   

May 2017 
         

 
Public Input           IV 
 
Reports           V 
 
District Affairs  
  
           VI 

• Pease Annexation and Special Use Request 

• Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 130 

• Anti-Bullying Policy 

• Riverfront Development Committee of Growth Dimensions 

• Attorney Contract 
 
  
Accounts Payable          VII 
 
Board Member Comments         VIII 
 
Adjournment           IX 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Boone County Conservation District Meeting 
 

June 20, 2017 
 

Minutes 
 

I. Roll Call and Call to Order 
 

The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was 
called to order by Board President Mike Petersen at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 20, 
2017 at the Gustafson Nature Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL. 
 
Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: Mike Petersen, Matt 
Bullard and Katie Rudy. Board member Sean Beckmann was absent. Also present were 
Mick Johnston, Attorney Loos, Josh Sage, Cathie Johnson, Pam Stock, Tina Dawson, and 
Nick Sheppard. 

 
II. Minutes 

 
May 16, 2017 Meeting 
 
Katie Rudy motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that the minutes of the May 16, 2017 
meeting be approved as presented. 
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 

Motion approved. 
    

 III. Financial reports 
 

Financial reports for May 2017 were reviewed and filed subject to audit. 
 

IV. Public Input 
 

No public was present. 
 

 
V. Staff Reports 
 

The reports were included with the packet. 
 



  
 
VI. District Affairs 
 
 Pease Annexation 
 

Matt Bullard motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that the MOA for the Pease annexation 
be approved as presented, signed and presented to Mr. Pease with a copy being 
delivered to the Belvidere City Attorney. 
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 

Motion approved. 
 
Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 130 
 
Matt Bullard motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that Prevailing Wage Ordinance No. 130 
be adopted and signed as presented. 
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 

  Motion approved. 
 

Anti-Bullying Policy 
 
Katie Rudy motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that the District adopt the anti-bullying 
policy as presented. 
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 

Motion approved. 
 
Riverfront Development Committee of Growth Dimensions 
 
Katie Rudy motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that the District approve the transfer 
of funds, left after the dissolution of the Riverfront Development Committee, to an 
account to be managed by the Boone County Foundation and also that a committee 
formed by the City of Belvidere, Belvidere Park District and the Boone County 
Conservation District be formed to oversee the funds.  
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 
 Motion approved. 
 
 



 
Attorney’s Contract 
 
Matt Bullard motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that the District renew Attorney Loos’ 
contract. 
 
Poll votes were: Katie Rudy – aye  Mike Petersen – aye   

Matt Bullard – aye   
 

Motion approved. 
 

VII. Accounts Payable 
 

Katy Rudy motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that the District pay the payables due 
through June 20, 2017. 
 
Poll votes were: Mike Petersen – aye  Katie Rudy - aye   

    Matt Bullard – aye    
  
Motion approved. 
 

VIII. Board Comments 
 
 No comments were made. 
 
 
IX. Adjournment 
 

Matt Bullard motioned and Katie Rudy seconded that at the hour 5:03 p.m. the meeting 
be adjourned.  
 
Poll votes were: Mike Petersen – aye  Katie Rudy - aye   

Matt Bullard – aye      
           
Motion approved. 
 

         
 

__________________________________ 
      President 
 
 
 
 
 _______________________________________ 
 Secretary 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
 

SUMMARY REPORT for the Board of Trustees 
 

MONTH ENDING JUNE 30, 2017 
 
 
 

                                               
                                                                           Alpine Invest                            
  Checking   Payroll    Fund                
 
Beginning 
     Balance 10,155.46 26,723.84 1,623,000.95        
                                                               
 
Revenues 4,121.10  224,150.57 
       
Expenditures 48,292.60 51,652.48 2,050.29  
     
Transfer In 120,000.00 68,276.16                 
      
Transfer Out 68,276.16  105,000.00  
                                                                                                                                               
Ending 
     Balance 17,707.80 43,347.52 1,740,101.23  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Monthly Report  

July 2017 
Dan Kane, Executive Director 

Previous Issues & Activities: 
Grant Updates:  

• New Grant Proposal is being prepared to fund the purchase of the Silberhorn, Lucky 

Group, and Stimes Group of sites.  Funding will be sought from two grant sources ï the 

Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation (the BCCD will directly apply for this 

grant) and the Grand Victoria Foundation Vital Lands Grant Program (Openlands will 

apply for funding from this grant source).   The Illinois Clean Energy Community Grant 

program has an August deadline for the application.  Additional information will be 

provided at the July board meeting.  (This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for 

discussion and/or action.) 

• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NF&WF) - Monarch Habitat Grant 

Program:  

There is new information to report on this project, Josh Sage will provide the details in his 

report. 

Easement/License Agreement Request(s):  There is no new information to report.   

Proposed Land Donations: There are no new items to report under this topic. 

OpenLands Project:    

1. The County Line Road Bridge Project:  Planning efforts for the site dedication activities 

are in the process of being arranged.  More information will be provided as it becomes 

available.  (This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.) 

Update BCCD Master Plan: There is no new information to report. 

Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corporation’s Railroad Proposal: There is no new 

information to report. 

Parks & Conservation Foundation:  

The foundation is working on a number of grant projects awarded from the Illinois Clean Energy 

Community Foundation in support of public uses at BCCD properties.  The foundation is also 

serving as the applicant for a Woodard Curron Foundation grant program ï this letter of interest 

proposes a request for $100,000 over a three-year grant period to do High Definition 3-

Dimensional Groundwater Modeling study of the McHenry, Boone and Winnebago County area.  

The Boone County Water Preservation and Protection Action Committee, co-chaired by Executive 

Director Kane is the group moving this effort forward. 

Farm City Elevator – Request: No Change - the status of this request remains on hold.  The 

unauthorized conversion of use requires a list of things be done.  Farm City Elevator has been 

provided a copy of the letter from IDNR detailing the required elements.  A meeting with Farm 

City Elevator has not yet been scheduled.  Josh did get the trees and shrubs planted at the site. 

2016 – 2017 Hunting Programs: No new information to report.  

Groundwater Protection Initiative:   As noted under the information for the Parks & 

Conservation Foundation Boone County has moved forward with the rekindling the Water 

Preservation and Protection Alliance (WPPA) and has morphed this group into a committee now 

designated the Water Preservation and Protection Action Committee ï same acronym (WPPA).  

This committee has met and has established four sub-committees. Director Kane is serving as Co-

Chair of the committee of the whole and as chair of the Ordinance Sub-Committee.   Director Kane 

does serve as a member of each of the four sub-committees - the other three are: 



Á Funding and Grant Sub-Committee 

Á Policy Sub-Committee 

Á Mapping & Data Sub-Committee 

All four sub-committees are working on specific aspects of the groundwater protection effort.  This 

effort is driven by a recent presentation on 3-D Geologic Mapping and Groundwater Modeling to 

the Planning, Zoning and Building Committee of the Boone County Board by representatives of 

the Illinois State Geological Survey and the Illinois State Water Survey.  Current research indicates 

that groundwater resources in Boone and Winnebago Counties are important recharge for the deep 

sandstone aquifers that supply water to the greater Joliet area. 

Coordinated Youth Education: There is no new information to report at this time.  

Finance Options for LPT Rehabilitation Project:  Status remains the same - Boone 

County Engineer Justin Krohn is still unavailable to establish more detailed cost estimates, a scope 

of work, and bid document criteria for this work.  We hope to arrange a meeting with Mr. Krohn 

by the end of July.  Mr. Krohnôs expertise is critical in getting these items prepared, so our project 

work is temporarily on hold.  Specific Funding proposals will be requested from Ms. Anne Noble, 

Managing Director of Public Finance with Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc. (Stifel) once firm 

cost estimates are obtained.  The BCCD Board of Trustees will be asked to approve those measures 

once we have more refined information.  

Pease Annexation and Special-Use Request, City of Belvidere Case 2017-18:  Although an 

agreement has not been reached between Mr. Pease and the BCCD, the City appears ready to move 

forward to approve the annexation and special use permit.  Mr. Pease has provided a copy of an 

MOU that only he has signed to the City of Belvidere to indicate what he is willing to do relative 

to the list of issues that the BCCD was trying to resolve with him.  He included a cover letter that 

indicated he would adhere to those specifics regardless of whether the BCCD signs the agreement 

or not.  I have requested AES to provide a contract proposal for conducting the monitoring work 

within the scope of funds being provided by Mr. Pease.   (This issue will be on the board meeting 

agenda for discussion and/or action.) 

New Issues & Activities: 

Small Mammal Research Project – Dr. Beckmann: Dr. Beckmann has been reporting 

interference with the permitted research work he and his graduate students are conducting at 

Distillery Road Conservation Area.  An individual or individuals are dismantling the live traps 

used to capture small mammals so that data about lymes disease and other information can be 

collected and analyzed.  Efforts to discourage this on-going vandalism have, to-date, not been 

successful.   

New BCCD Trustee – George Thomas: George Thomas was selected by the Boone County 

Board to serve a five-year term as a BCCD Trustee.   This will be Mr. Thomasôs second full 

appointment as a BCCD Trustee.  Please join me in welcoming Mr. Thomas back to the board of 

trustees at our annual July board meeting picnic. 

(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.) 

 

 

  

 

 

 



*Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities!  The web address is: www.bccdil.org.  Please feel free 

to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this report, the accompanying documents, or about 

a district related issue.  Thank you! 

Monthly Report July 2017 
Director of Operations Mick Johnston 

 

   
Parking Area at Ipsen 
We are working with the City of Belvidere and Winnebago County Forest Preserve to make a parking area off of 
Newberg Rd. at our Ipsen Rd. site. We currently have a parking area located on Ipsen Rd. and an access road near 
the Kishwaukee River Bridge. The City is doing some construction on and around the bridge and will need to close 
our access point. The new access point will be approximately 100 yards to the east with a small 6 car parking lot. 
This will allow people that fish, hikers and hunters an area to park close to the bridge. 
Eagle Scout Projects 
We currently have three projects that are in different stages. The first project is a community bat house. 
Community bat houses are typically mounted on poles and can house thousands of bats. The second project is a 
rain shelter at the dog area. This project should be completed before the end of the summer. The third project is a 
remodel and wiring of the office space in the Piscasaw Fen barn. I’m looking forward to working with each of these 
Eagle Scout candidates.  
Illinois Association of Conservation Districts 
Dan, Josh and I attended an IACD quarterly board meeting at Starved Rock State Park. Member organizations now 
include BCCD, Vermillion County Conservation District (VCCD), Macon County Conservation District (MCCD), Byron 
Forest Preserve (BFP), DeKalb County Forest Preserve (DCFP), Rock Island County Forest Preserve (RICFP) and the 
Rockford Park District (RPD). It was decided to open the membership to other agencies a couple years ago. We 
have sponsored two conferences in the last two years. We also have included associate memberships which there 
are presently two. It seems as though the organization is regaining some of the energy that it lost when McHenry 
and Putnam County Conservation Districts left the Organization. We are currently planning the third conference to 
be held in February 2018. 
Long Prairie Trail 
The trail has been open and the sides trimmed with the boom mower at least once this summer. We are still 
working with Justin Krohn on the details for the bridge and trail work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New sidewalk and Garden 
There is a lot of change happening in front of the Gustafson Center. The new ADA 
sidewalk, new prairie plantings and an Ag lime path surface through the garden and 
around the center. The old garden is being replaced by a Prairie Garden. Ag lime 
path instead of wood chips. New pictures when the project is finished. It will be 
nice! 

http://www.bccdil.org/


 
 
 
 

Boone County Conservation District 

Maintenance Board Report 

Presented to the B.C.C.D. Board of Trustees on July 18th 2017 

 

Mowing/Trimming 

Mowing and trimming has continued to be our main focus for the last month due to the excessive rainfall. 
-We are continuing to have difficulty on some of the trail systems and sites due to flooding.  
 

Trail Maintenance 

Trail brush clearing and mowing. 
-As stated earlier, some trail mowing has been limited due to flooding. 
-Trails at Spencer have been trimmed continually with the help of community service workers. 
 

Long Prairie Trail  

Regular mowing and maintenance has continued on the L.P.T. 
-Due to heavy rain and thunderstorm events, numerous fallen trees have been removed. 
-Overgrowth has been monitored and removed as needed. 
 

Ballard Farm Conservation Area 

Back filling of the old house areas began on June 22nd. 
-The Boone County Highway Department provided 2 wheeled loaders and 3 dump trucks to move and haul 
material. 
-The Maintenance Department provided a dump truck as well. 
-Backfilling is approximately half complete.  Poor weather has hindered the job being completed. 
 

New John Deere Gator 

We took delivery of the new John Deere Gator on July 5th. 
-This UTV will be ideal for uneven terrain and has a payload capacity of 1000 pounds.  
-Total cost was $10,450. 
 

Equipment Repair/Maintenance 

Some minor repairs have been made, but largely preventative maintenance. 
-Several vehicles were serviced in-house for oil changes and other minor repairs. 
-Some minor damage occurred to the White Ford F-250. A maintenance employee clipped the door frame of the 
shop on the drivers side bed area. 



Beaver Bluffs Conservation Area 

Maintenance and sign upgrades at the dog park 
-Maintenance employees constructed new frames and signs for the west side of the shelter. 
-The soffit was all replaced on the overhang of the shelter 
-With help of the Natural Resources Department, all wild parsnip at the dog park has been either chemically 
treated or mowed. 
 

Spencer Conservation Area 

-The new sidewalk entry was completed. 
-Plans for an additional ag lime path branching from the sidewalk are on hold pending weather.   
-Community service has assisted with splitting a large amount of firewood.  
-The City of Belvidere Public Works Department gave us several buckets of pot hole patch to fill areas at the nature 
center as well as the asphalt road through Spencer. 
-3 bird feeders near the camp rec hall were re-built by maintenance staff. 
 

Milt Brown Conservation Area 

-Brush and tree trimming was completed. 
-Gravel trails through the area were chemically treated for weeds.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monthly Report 
By: Joshua Sage 

Natural Resources Management Department 
July 2017 

 
 

1.  Seed Harvest  

• Seed harvest is in full swing. 

• Aarron and volunteers are completing most of this work. 

• Seed is being cleaned as time allows. 
 

2. Tuttle Clarkson Natural Area 

• Seed for the project will be collected this growing season and will be planted in the 
winter of 2017-2018. 

 
4.   Blanding’s Turtles 

• Old transmitters have been replaced with new. 
 

5. Piscasaw Fen Mitigation 

• Transect lines for floral monitoring have been set-up. 

• The boundaries of the mitigation have been located, documented, and marked in the 
field. 

• Nearly 300 trees and shrubs were planted with the help of volunteers. This task was 
completed in less than one working day and, would not have been possible without help 
from volunteers.  

 
6. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area – USFWS Habitat Enhancement Project 

• This project will create 17 acres of short grass prairie, shrub land, and oak savanna. 

• Tree and shrub resprouts are being treated with herbicide. This is done to eliminate 
competition with the native species that will be planted over the coming years. 

• Joel Neylon, an avid birder and BCCD staff member is collecting baseline bird data for 
this project. This is a great opportunity to see how the habitat enhancement will affect 
bird species diversity. 

 
7. Native pollinator plantings at the office and APF grounds 

• Weeds will be controlled through the growing season. 

• These sites will be used for education purposes as well as a seed source for milkweed 
and nectar plants for the Monarch butterfly. 
 

8. Ipsen Rd. Conservation Area 

• Joel Neylon is collecting bird data at this site and will continue through migration and 
nesting season. 

• Turtle trapping will continue through the summer. 
 



9. Invasive Species Control throughout Conservation Areas: 

• Wild Parsnip 

• Teasel 

• Sweet Clover 

• Canada Thistle 

• Vetch 

• Birds Foot Trefoil 

• Woody resprouts from winter tree and brush clearing 

Education Department   July 2017 Board Report 

  

  
 

I. School Programs 

o In the process of updating all our school programs to align with NGSS. 

o Working with Judy Hodge to compile an educational field trip guide which would 

include Boone County agencies/businesses that offer programming. 

 

II.  Public Programs 

o Brian Hale led a wildflower walk at Flora. 

o Planning a joint program with McCCD for October. 

o Working with Pam to plan an Eclipse Viewing Event in August at Spencer. 

 

III.  Scouts 

o Cub Scouts hosted their summer camp on festival grounds last month. 

o Girl Scouts hosted a summer camp at Spencer last month. 

 

IV.  Camp 

o Camp is underway and going well. 

o Redtail trip to Maquoketa Caves State Park had 8 campers and 2 staff. 

o Board members are invited to attended one or more of our Family Nights which 

take place on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm in the pavilion. 

 

V. Meetings/Conferences 

o Nothing new this month.  

 

VI.  Other 

o Lyle is working on a new background check requirement grid that we can follow 

to clear up some confusion over which jobs required which checks. A finished 

copy will be presented to the board for approval when he is finished. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Report July 2017 
Special Events and Public Outreach Manager 

 
 
Tina and I are in the process of planning a Solar Eclipse Viewing Party for Monday August 21. We will have free 
solar eclipse viewing glasses, local food trucks, an Illinois pinhole viewer photo op station, an information booth, a 
craft for kids and adults and free commemorative buttons. We already have interest from a Rockford news station 
to do 2 segments on this on their morning news shows on Fox and ABC.   
 
Cathie and I are working on the latest newsletter to go out this month.  
 
I am working with volunteer groups this summer in the gardens, and conservation areas doing assorted cleanups.  
The Boone County Probation office youth are working at Spencer doing various projects and we have adults 
splitting wood for the Pioneer Festival. 
 
The APF Steering committee works on the Autumn Pioneer Festival year-round.  The Capron Lutheran Church 
informed us a few weeks ago that they would no longer be doing Pioneer Fries due to the age of their volunteers 
and the decrease in number of volunteers. Mick Johnston has already found another church that would like to take 
over the Pioneer Fries; Blain United Methodist Church in Poplar Grove. 
 
I will be setting up the new Fair board. We will be sharing our fair booth with the U of I Extension Office and will 
have the Master Gardeners and Master Naturalists volunteering to man the booth. We are still in need of BCCD 
staff and Board members to take shifts. Cathie will have the sign-up schedule.  
 
Pam Stock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Final Accounts Payable for June 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 


