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Boone County Conservation District Meeting
September 19, 2017
Minutes
I.

Roll Call and Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was
called to order by Board President Mike Petersen at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, September
19, 2017 at the Gustafson Nature Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL.
Roll call was taken and the following board members were present: Matt Bullard, Mike
Petersen, Sean Beckmann and George Thomas. Trustee Katie Rudy was absent. Also
present were Dan Kane, Mick Johnston, Attorney Loos, Cathie Johnson, Pam Stock, and
Tina Dawson and Chris Olson.

II.

Minutes
August 15, 2017 Meeting
Matt Bullard motioned and Sean Beckmann seconded that the minutes of the August
15, 2017 meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Matt Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Motion approved.
III.

Financial reports

Financial reports for August 2017 were reviewed and filed subject to audit.
IV.

Public Input
No public was present.

V.

Staff Reports
The reports were included with the packet.

VI.

District Affairs

Grant Update
Director Kane reported that do to the landowner’s refusal of the appraiser’s numbers,
no grant was submitted.
IEPA Delisting Spencer Superfund Site
Director Kane informed the board the superfund site in Spencer has been delisted and
the District is concerned that the City will no longer maintain the site. He then
introduced Mr. Chris Olson who is from a company that installs solar panels on former
superfund sites. He explained to the board that if the District enters into an agreement
with his company to create a solar farm, his company would take care of all the
necessary permits, contacting ComEd, etc. and all the maintenance of the property.
Discussion ensued.
Sean Beckmann motioned and Matt Bullard seconded that Attorney Loos review the
agreement documents.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Matt Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Motion approved.
VII.

Accounts Payable
Matt Bullard motion and George Thomas seconded that the District pay the payables
due through September 19, 2017.
Poll votes were:

Motion approved.

George Thomas - aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Matt Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen - aye

VIII.

Board Comments
Director Kane told the board that he had recently purchased a Chevy Volt and that he
needed to be able plug in his car at the District during the day.
Matt Bullard motioned and George Thomas seconded that Director Kane be allowed to
plug in his car at the District during working hours.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Matt Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Motion approved.

IX.

Adjournment
Sean Beckmann motioned and George Thomas seconded that at the hour 4:40 p.m. the
meeting be adjourned.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Sean Beckmann – aye

Matt Bullard – aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Motion approved.

__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
Secretary

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUMMARY REPORT for the Board of Trustees
MONTH ENDING AUGUST 31, 2017

Checking
Beginning
Balance
Revenues

(702.60)

40,323.36

4,790.00

Expenditures 31,764.42
Transfer In

Payroll

91,000.00

8,646.34

1,653,414.24
223,169.98

51,652.48

465.87

54,676.64

Transfer Out 54,676.64
Ending
Balance

Alpine Invest
Fund

91,000.00

43,347.52

1,785,118.35

Monthly Report
September 2017
Dan Kane, Executive Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates:
• In last month’s report I indicated that an issue had developed with the land acquisition
grant we were in the process of preparing. At that time, we had learned that the appraiser
who was hired to do the appraisals had experienced a significant health issue and was not
going to be able to do the work. On short notice, we were required to find another
appraiser, and did. However, the new appraiser only had time to evaluate one property.
That work was completed, but the result of the appraisal is that the landowner has rejected
the appraised fair market value. After discussing the circumstance with the landowner
and staff with Openlands and the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation, it was
decided that we could no longer submit a grant application as the seller’s status had
changed from willing to not willing to sell. Unfortunately, we were not able to submit an
application for the properties with other willing sellers because of the initial situation.
(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NF&WF) - Monarch Habitat Grant
Program:
There is no new information to report.
Easement/License Agreement Request(s): There is no new information to report.
Proposed Land Donations: There are no new items to report under this topic.
OpenLands Project:
1. The County Line Road Bridge Project: The Dedication Program for the East County
Line Conservation Area was a success! We had about 30 attendees (nearly all were local
or regional dignitaries who played a role in the success of this project. We also had good
participation with the paddling activity following the dedication program.
Update BCCD Master Plan:
There is no new information to report.
Great Lakes Basin Transportation Corporation’s Railroad Proposal: The GLBTC railroad
proposal was rejected by the Federal Surface Transportation Board on the grounds of insufficient
data for financial capacity to implement. Hopefully, this will not resurface.
Parks & Conservation Foundation:
The foundation is working to implement the six grant awards from the Illinois Clean Energy
Community Foundation. Each of the six grants provides $5,000 towards the purchase and
installation of public amenities and $500 towards hosting a public event. The foundation is in the
planning stages for the public events and is in the process of purchasing site identification signs
and other amenities that will be placed at each site. This remains to be their current focus
The P&CF is also partnering with the Water Preservation and Protection Action Committee of the
Boone County Board by functioning as a grant applicant seeking funds to conduct a three county
– regional study that will create a three-dimensional model of our local aquifers and better define
groundwater recharge areas. The geological study will provide key information needed to protect
the quality and quantity of groundwater recharge to both shallow and deep groundwater aquifers.

Farm City Elevator – Request:
No Change - the status of this request remains on hold. The
unauthorized conversion of use requires a list of things be done. Farm City Elevator has been
provided a copy of the letter from IDNR detailing the required elements. A meeting with Farm
City Elevator has not yet been scheduled to discuss this issue in greater detail.
2016 – 2017 Hunting Programs: The firearm qualifications are completed with a total of 33
hunters successfully qualifying. There is the potential that one additional person will qualify as
the range officer has agreed to volunteer his time to meet with an 18-year old that could not get
off work for any of the other qualification dates.
Groundwater Protection Initiative:
The Water Preservation and Protection Action
Committee and the four sub-committees have been meeting to seek funding through grants, further
develop a scope of work for geologic study by expanding the agencies involved – we recently met
with representatives from the United States Geological Survey who expressed their interest and
desire to become involved in any effort we invest in studying local aquifers, groundwater recharge,
water quality and other parameters. Their expertise and resources are a welcome addition to this
local process.
Finance Options for LPT Rehabilitation Project:
We have made some progress by
meeting with Justin Krohn, Boone County Engineer and Stu Kemp with Hanson Engineering to
discuss the scope of work and initiate the design specifications that will be used for the contractor
bid process. Once we obtain firm cost estimates to replace the three priority bridges and
rehabilitate the LPT path surface between Beaverton Road and Capron Road we will be able to
work out the funding method. Specific Funding proposals will be requested from Ms. Anne Noble,
Managing Director of Public Finance with Stifel, Nicolaus & Company, Inc. (Stifel) once firm
cost estimates are obtained. Director Kane has also approached Alpine Bank and will contact
Poplar Grove Bank to explore funding options with them as well. However, I will note that the
Belvidere School District has reserved funds to purchase the debt certificate and according to
everyone I have discussed this with, that is still likely to be the best bid for the funding. The
BCCD Board of Trustees will be asked to approve those measures once we have more refined
information – hopefully by the October board meeting.
Kishwaukee River – Managing Public Access: There is no new information to report.
East County Line Conservation Area:
At the August board meeting we discussed the
interest from a local individual to explore the possibility of developing a small firearm range and
rehabilitating an existing metal building for use as an outdoor classroom for hunter safety
education certification, youth firearm education, and other similar uses. This type of activity
would require coordination with a local non-for-profit organization, probably require a special use
permit from the County, and would need to be designed to satisfy any number of safety criteria.
Additional information will be provided as this idea is explored in greater detail. At this point,
there is no new information to report
Cypress Creek Renewables – Solar Farm:
There is no new information to report.

New Issues & Activities:
2018 Levy: The Boone County Assessor has not published the Equalized Assessed Valuation
of the County. As soon as that information becomes available, the levy calculations can be
completed and submitted for BCCD Trustees to review.

IEPA Delisting Spencer Superfund Site: The Spencer Landfill is being delisted as a
superfunds site. The City of Belvidere has been managing the landfill area – maintaining the fence,
mowing the landfill cap to prevent the establishment of woody vegetative growth that could
puncture the cap, maintaining the treatment system and managing the monitoring well system. No
definitive notification has been provided to the BCCD regarding the status of the landfill or any
shift in management responsibilities. However, the BCCD was contacted by a representative of
TerraNavigator, Chris Olson, who expressed interest in leasing the landfill site for a solar array. I
am including a PDF describing this company and the work that they do. Mr. Olson indicated that
his firm could take the responsibility of managing the landfill site as part of the lease agreement.
(This issue will be on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
Autumn Pioneer Festival: The annual APF is just one week away! Please connect with Pam if
you are willing to volunteer to help with this event! September 23 & 24! (This issue will be on
the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)

*Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities! The web address is: www.bccdil.org. Please feel free
to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this report, the accompanying documents, or about
a district related issue. Thank you!

Monthly Report September 2017
Director of Operations Mick Johnston

Grand Opening for County Line and Wagner
Dedication
The Grand Opening for County Line Road/Wagner Conservation Area was held August 26 th, 2017. There were
approximately 40 people in attendance. The McHenry County Highway Department, McHenry County
Conservation District, Openlands, Boone County Conservation District, The Parks and Conservation Foundation,
various residents and employees were in attendance. It’s nice to have this site open for use. It still needs some fine
tuning such as a few information signs, and an outer gate! It was a beautiful day cookies and lemonade was a nice
touch by Pam Stock. Shawn did a nice job speaking. It was a proud day for Boone County Conservation District
Eclipse party
On September 21st we held an Eclipse
Party for the viewing of the solar eclipse.
In my opinion there were about 700
people in attendance. It was an awesome
event! The District staff worked so hard
to pull off this event. People enjoyed
themselves, and were happy that The
BCCD held this event!
Autumn Pioneer Festival
We are in full blown festival mode! It started last week and won’t end until a week after the actual weekend date
of September 23rd & 24th .
Deer Hunting
The firearm qualifications are now over and the archery program is poised for their start.
Grants
Between now and April first there will be five new signs and celebrations at various sites around the District (on
properties that Clean Energy Community Foundation has helped us to acquire). These Grants paid for new signs for
five sites $1,920 each and $500 for an event (such as a nature Hike). This has been an awesome gift because it
often takes a long time to get our sites identified! So watch for the notifications when these events happen!
Maintenance position
Nick and I are in the process of looking at applicants and evaluating their qualifications. We will start interview
process very soon.

Boone County Conservation District
Maintenance Board Report

Presented to the B.C.C.D. Board of Trustees on September 19th
2017
MOWING/TRIMMING
Mowing and trimming continues as usual.
- Recent dry weather has helped, with slower growth rates.
-Most sites have been reduced to an as needed basis allowing for more time for other projects.

TRAIL MAINTENANCE
Trail brush clearing and mowing.
-Most areas are dry and accessible with the exception of 1 area at Lib Conservation area.
-The horse trail at Kinnikinnick Creek has remained open.
-Then Natural Resources Division assisted with trail mowing at Distillery Road Conservaton area (Big Thank You!)

LONG PRAIRIE TRAIL
Regular mowing and maintenance has continued on the L.P.T.
-Some tree removal has been performed as well as some minor trail patching.
-Overgrowth has been monitored and removed as needed.

WAGNER/COUNTY LINE CANOE LAUNCH
New site sign and kiosk were installed.
-We were again assisted by Natural resources with the installation process.
-The dedication ceremony was August 26th.

SHOTGUN HUNT QUALIFICATION
Shotgun hunt qualifying is nearly complete.
-Maintenance division assisted with delivery and set up of the tree stand for qualifying.

SOLAR ECLIPSE EVENT
The Solar Eclipse Event at Spencer on August 21st was a great success.
-The Maintenance Department assisted with parking set up and directing traffic, with assistance again from
Natural Resources.
-The event was very well organized and was very exciting despite less than perfect weather.

EQUIPMENT REPAIR/MAINTENANCE
Typical preventative maintenance has been completed as well as some unfortunate larger repairs.
-The 2009 Ford Ranger required a new voltage control module, performed by Manley Ford at a cost of $560.
-The A300 Bobcat skid steer required a new wheel speed sensor, performed by Bobcat of Rockford at a cost of
about $600.

AUTUMN PIONEER FESTIVAL
Festival preparation is in full swing
-The Maintenance Department has again been heavily assisted by Natural Resources with our duties.

TRAINING
Bill Lawson was trained to operate the Ford 5610 Tractor with bat-wing style mower.
-This piece of equipment is ideal for trail trimming and will be ideal to have an additional operator.

NEW FULLTIME MAINTENANCE EMPLOYEE
-Applications for The fulltime Maintenance Tech. position are being accepted.
-We are hoping to conduct initial interviews in the next week to 10 days.

Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage
Natural Resources Management Department
September 2017

1.

Seed Harvest
• A large portion of time is spent on this task in late summer and early fall.
• Aarron and volunteers are completing this work.
• Seed is being cleaned as time allows.

2. Tuttle Clarkson Natural Area
• Seed for the project is being collected this growing season and will be planted in the
winter of 2017-2018.
• Preparation of the seed bed is being completed.
4.

Blanding’s Turtles
• Monitoring as time allows.

5. Piscasaw Fen Mitigation
• A native ground cover will be planted this winter.
• The 300 trees and shrubs that were planted are doing well.
• Monitoring wells and data loggers have been installed in the project area to monitor
ground water level and temperature. Data is being collected once a week.
6. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area – USFWS Habitat Enhancement Project
• This project will create 17 acres of short grass prairie, shrub land, and oak savanna.
• Tree and brush work will start again in December of this year.
• Joel Neylon, an avid birder and BCCD staff member is collecting baseline bird data for
this project as time allows.
7. Native pollinator plantings at the office and APF grounds
• Weed control will continue next growing season.
• These sites will be used for education purposes as well as a seed source for milkweed
and nectar plants of the Monarch butterfly.
8. Autumn Pioneer Festival
• Helping with festival preparation as needed.

Education Department
I.

II.

September 2017 Board Report

School Programs
o Our 4th grade Pioneer programs have started.
o There are 20 dates scheduled so far.
o Programs begin September 11th.
o BHS Envirothon team will be here on Sept. 14th to study trees.
Public Programs
o Brian Hale led a Wildflower Walk on Sept. 13th @ Tuttle.
o Joel led a bird hike on Sept. 9th at Distillery.

III.

Scouts
o Working on a fall schedule for merit badge workshops.
o Have a girl scout troop scheduled to complete a Hiker badge next week.

IV.

Camp
o Enjoying a camp vacay right now.

V.

VI.

Meetings/Conferences
o IACD conference committee meeting @ Starved Rock
o EEAI board meeting in Urbana
o EEAI regional meeting in Peoria
Other
o I have hired a part time seasonal educator. Her name is Patricia Castro. She is also
a substitute teacher with District 100.

Final Accounts Payable for August

