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Boone County Conservation District Meeting
April 17, 2018
Meeting Minutes

I.

Roll Call and Call to Order
The regular meeting of the Boone County Conservation District Board of Trustees was
called to order by Board President Mike Petersen at 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 20,
2018 at the Dawson River Road Schoolhouse on the grounds of the Gustafson Nature
Center, 603 N. Appleton Rd., Belvidere, IL.
Roll call was taken, and the following board members were present: Katie Rudy, Mike
Petersen and George Thomas. Board members Sean Beckmann and Matt Bullard were
absent. Also present were Dan Kane, Mick Johnston, Attorney Loos, Cathie Johnson,
Nick Sheppard, Pam Stock, Tina Dawson and Josh Sage.

II.

Minutes
February 27, 2018 Special Meeting
George Thomas motioned, and Katie Rudy seconded that the minutes of the February
27, 2018 special meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Katie Rudy – aye

Motion approved.
March 20, 1028 Meeting
Katie Rudy motioned, and George Thomas seconded that the minutes of the March 20,
2018 meeting be approved as presented.
Poll votes were:

Motion approved.

George Thomas - aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Katie Rudy – aye

III.

Financial reports
Financial reports for March 2018 were filed subject to audit.

IV.

Public Input
No public was present.

V.

Staff Reports

VI.

District Affairs
LPT Rehab Project
Discussion ensued. It was the consensus of the board that the District explore more
options for the financing of the project.
Manchester Township Request
Director Kane informed the board that the County engineer had talked with the
Manchester Township Supervisor about the township requesting help from the District
to clear growth under trees in the right of way that supervisor was wanting to cut down.
Josh Sage met with the supervisor. It was then determined that the supervisor was
wanting to cut down every tree in the right of way. Some of the trees were 150-yearold oaks, hickory, etc. The District is not comfortable with helping to destroy these
trees. It was the consensus of the board that the District continue to investigate ways to
help and/or educate the supervisor without going against the District’s purpose.
Indemnification Agreement between BCCD and City of Belvidere for Signage on
Newburg Road
George Thomas motioned, and Katie Rudy seconded that the indemnification
agreement between the District and the City of Belvidere for the placement of a sign
along Newburg Road at the Newburg Village Conservation Area be approved and signed.
Poll votes were:

Motion approved.

George Thomas - aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Katie Rudy – aye

Direct Deposit
Director Kane reported that the District was looking into Direct Deposit. The board
agreed that it was a decision the employees should have input.
VII.

Accounts Payable
George Thomas motioned, and Katie Rudy seconded that the District pay the payables
due through April 17, 2018.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Katie Rudy – aye

Motion approved.
VIII.

Board Comments
There were no comments from the board.

IX.

Adjournment
Katie Rudy motioned, and George Thomas seconded that at the hour 5:00 p.m. the
meeting be adjourned.
Poll votes were:

George Thomas - aye
Mike Petersen - aye

Katie Rudy – aye

Motion approved.

__________________________________
President

_______________________________________
Secretary

BOONE COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SUMMARY REPORT for the Board of Trustees
MONTH ENDING MARCH 31, 2018

Checking
Beginning
Balance

7,731.86

Revenues

2,533.51

Expenditures 52,637.66
Transfer In

89,000.00

Payroll

51,510.85

3,134.56

1,729,611.10
10,424.23

42,811.65

508.45

43,489.15

Transfer Out 43,489.15
Ending
Balance

Alpine Invest
Fund

75,000.00

52,188.35

1,664,526.88

Monthly Report
April 2018
Dan Kane, Executive Director

Previous Issues & Activities:
Grant Updates:
• Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation – Land Acquisition Grant
We have had several contacts from the grant administrative staff requesting additional information.
That information has been provided and the grant review process continues.
Easement/License Agreement Request(s): There is no new information to report.
Proposed Land Donations: There are no new items to report under this topic.
Parks & Conservation Foundation:
The six grant awards from the Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation are nearly completed.
Completion of all work is required to be finished by April 15th. Foundation volunteers are working
to complete the work and prepare all of the final reporting needed to request reimbursement from
ICECF.
Farm City Elevator – Request:
No Change - the status of this request remains on hold.
Groundwater Protection Initiative:
The local Water Preservation and Protection Action
(WPPA) committee continues to work on the development of a sensitive aquifer recharge area map
to be used in future planning and as a resource to focus protection measures for surface and
groundwater resources. This current effort utilizes existing data from several sources. The WPPA
is also seeking grant funding that would pay for 3-dimensional mapping of local aquifers, and
conduct groundwater modeling with that data to establish/refine our understanding of deeper
aquifer recharge, vertical groundwater movement and other parameters of local groundwater flow
systems and how those systems are influenced by municipal and other wells.
LPT Rehabilitation Project:
Director Kane continues to seek grant options that may assist
with this work. The R-1 Metropolitan Planning Organization currently is accepting applications
for alternative transportation projects. This opportunity is currently being explored and discussions
with the executive staff of R-1 have taken place.
A meeting was also held with Mr. Paul Fischer, Executive Director, with the Boone County
Community Foundation to review the financial proposal that involves utilization of the annual
allocation from the Banks’ bequest as the funding source to repay an alternative revenue bond
that will likely fund this project. Mr. Fischer has analyzed the earnings history of this fund and
provides some specific scenarios that demonstrate various changes to the current allocation
schedule (essentially the BCCD requesting and using increasing distributions up front to lower
the initial alternative revenue bond – note that the interest rate is assumed and may be higher or
lower). A copy of the spreadsheet he prepared is included with this report. (This issue is on the
board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
Kishwaukee River – Managing Public Access: There is no new information to report.
TerraNavigator Solar Project Proposal – Spencer Landfill:
There has been no change in
the status of this proposal.
Boone County Request for BCCD Technical Support with Solar Energy Facilities
Ordinance: The last monthly report indicated that Boone County had decided not to include the

BCCD as a technical resource partner in the proposed text amendment create a Solar Energy
Development Ordinance. This was an error. The proposed county ordinance language does
include the BCCD as a technical resource agency.
Chrysler – Environmental Projects:
BCCD staff met with Michael Keefe,
Environmental Lead, with the Belvidere Assembly Plant to discuss conservation efforts being
implemented by the district. The meeting was an exploration and exchange of interests and ideas
relating to local conservation efforts. Follow-up discussions have occurred, and it now appears
that funding will be provided to assist with the purchase of native shrubs at Kinnikinnick Creek
Conservation Area.

New Issues & Activities:
Manchester Township Request: The Manchester Township Road Commissioner has met
with Natural Resources Manager, Josh Sage, with a request for assistance. He is asking the
BCCD to use the Fecon Mower to remove shrubbery and woody vegetation around the base of
all trees located within the Manchester Township road rights-of-way. The township road
commissioner wants to remove every tree within all township road rights-of-way within the next
8 years. The consensus of the staff is that this request exceeds the BCCD’s capacity and likely
conflicts the mission and purpose of the BCCD. (This issue is on the board meeting agenda for
discussion and/or action.)
Indemnification Agreement with City of Belvidere:
The City of Belvidere has requested
an indemnification agreement with respect to permitting a site identification sign for the
Newburg Village Conservation Area within the right-of-way of Newburg Road. This issue was
added to the agenda at the March board meeting and approved. However, the board needs to
retake this action. (This issue is on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)
Direct Deposit Payroll:
Director Kane and Operations Director Johnston met with PNC
Bank Vice President, Branch Manager Michelle Jaraczewski to explore the option of creating a
direct deposit payroll system for the Boone County Conservation District. Our meeting was
productive and PNC does have a direct deposit system that will work with the BCCD’s Peachtree
financial software system. This issue is placed before the board of trustees as the new system
would require occasional deviation from the regularly scheduled payroll when federal holidays
fall on a Monday and/or Friday. Payroll would need to be processed at least one day prior to the
day that employees would normally have access to their paycheck funds. There is a request from
one employee to opt out of the direct payroll deposit. This issue should also be addressed at the
onset. (This issue is on the board meeting agenda for discussion and/or action.)

*Remember to check the BCCD Website for new programs and activities! The web address is: www.bccdil.org. Please feel free
to call me in advance of the meeting if you have questions about anything in this report, the accompanying documents, or about
a district related issue. Thank you!

Monthly Report April 2018
Director of Operations Mick Johnston
Parks and Conservation Grants

March 24th was the last of the hike series for the grants. A few minor details still remain to finish.
A new parking area will be located on Russellville Road
for the Piscasaw Fen Site. We are still in the process of
receiving a total of 20 picnic tables. We have also
received new signs. All of the hikes were well attended.
These Grants allowed us to achieve many things that we
could not have done. In the picture to the left is a culvert
being installed for the parking area on Russellville Road.
Most exciting was the attendance!

Inspections
First round of 2018 site inspections has been completed. All sites are open with the exception of Kinnikinnick.
Freezing and thawing still causing problems on the roads and parking areas. Distillery and Lib have added rock and
grading. The burn season is almost over. The seasonal staff will be coming back soon. There are projects waiting for
warmer weather. New equipment will be arriving soon. Some equipment will be sold in the auction. We are ready
for the season to begin!
Comcast Cares Community Clean Up
The upcoming Comcast Cares Event will be Saturday April 21st at 8:30am at the Poplar Grove Village Hall. Areas to
be cleaned are the Long Prairie Trail, Kinnikinnick, and Spencer. We have had real good participation the past few
years. It should be a great event.

Boone County Conservation District
Maintenance Board Report

Presented to the B.C.C.D. Board of Trustees on April 17th, 2018
NORTH CONSERVATION AREAS
The Maintenance Department opened, to public access, all northern sites including the long prairie trail on April
9th.
-Some minor restroom roof repairs were made from winter damage. These outhouses are slated for entire new
roofs this year.
-Kinnikinnick C/A remains closed due to poor road and parking lot conditions. We anticipate opening them the
week of April 16th.

COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE
Full time Maintenance employee AJ Barker achieved his commercial learners permit.
-This will allow current CDL holders to ride with and train AJ on commercial vehicle operation.

ROADWAY AND PARKING LOT MAINTENANCE
Regrading has continued as conditions have allowed.
-50 tons of material were placed and graded at Lib C/A.
-80 tons of material were placed and graded at Distillery C/A.
-40 Tons of material were placed and graded at Spencer C/A.
-Kinnikinnick C/A is planned as the next site for repair. Road and lot conditions there have not allowed us perform
this work yet.

EQUIPMENT REPAIR/MAINTENANCE
Typical preventative maintenance has been completed on several vehicles and equipment.
-The Bobcat utility vehicle had a starter replace, work was performed by Bobcat of Rockford.

SPRING PRESCRIBED BURNING
Maintenance Department assisted Natural Resources with prescribed burning. Burns were performed at;
-Distillery C/A
-Kinnikinnick C/A
-Piscasaw Fen C/A
-Kishwaukee Valley C/A

NEWBURG VILLAGE C/A
The final new site sign was installed by staff along Newburg Rd. East of the Kishwaukee River.
-We entered into a hold harmless agreement with the City of Belvidere as the sign was placed on their utility
easement.

PISCASAW FEN C/A
The Maintenance Department completed installation of a new parking lot on Russellville Rd. approx. ½ mile South
of Edson Rd.
-Work was completed for a grant that included the new signage and picnic tables at 5 sites.
-A big thank you again to Natural Resources for their assistance.

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT SALES
We are currently working with Obenauff Auction Services for online sale of some larger equipment and salvage
bids for buildings at Ballard Farm C/A.
Smaller materials and supplies will be sold at the Grange auction on Saturday, April 14 th.

NEW EXMARK LAWN MOWERS
2 New Exmark mowers were ordered through Johnson Tractor of Rochelle.
-These new mowers will replace are to oldest units.
-Delivery is expected mid-April.

Monthly Report
By: Joshua Sage
Natural Resources Management Department
April 2018

1.

Seed Harvest and Seeding
• Organizing the seed storage facility to be ready for this year’s collecting season.

2. Blanding’s Turtles
• Transmitters are being replaced as time and weather allows.
3. John Todt Memorial Project – Spencer Conservation Area
• This project is a two-acre riparian woodland restoration.
• Invasive tree and brush removal has finished for the season.
• Invasive resprouts will be treated through the growing season.
4. Piscasaw Fen Mitigation
• All plantings for this project are done.
• Weed control will start this growing season.
• Dataloggers will be placed in monitoring wells in April.
5. Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area – USFWS Habitat Enhancement Project
• This project will create 17 acres of short grass prairie, shrub land, and oak savanna.
• Tree and brush removal is completed.
• Resprouts will be managed this growing season.
• Work is being completed to create a proper seed bed for a frost seeding.
• Joel Neylon, an avid birder and BCCD staff member is collecting baseline bird data for
this project as time allows. This project will be ongoing, making it possible to see the
evolution of bird species as the project advances.
6. Native pollinator plantings at the office and APF grounds
• Weed control will continue this growing season.
7. Flora Prairie Nature Preserve
• Invasive tree and brush control is being completed throughout the preserve. This will
continue through April.
8. Distillery Conservation Area
• Black Locust control within grasslands and savannas throughout the conservation area.
This will continue through April.
9. Tuttle Clarkson
• Invasive tree and brush removal in areas that are invading the high-quality sedge
meadow. This will continue through April.
10. Boone County Solar Ordinance

•

Helping with BCCD comments regarding vegetation cover and weed management for
possible solar array projects.

11. Piscasaw Fen Interpretative Hike
• Josh gave two hikes for the Parks and Conservation Foundation explaining the habitat
work that is being done on the site.

12. Website
• Aarron and Josh are working on updating the NRM portion of the website.

13. Fire Season Fall ’17 – Spring ‘18
• Fall Burns
i. Flora Prairie - 4.1 Acres
ii. Brown Memorial Park - .8 Acres
iii. Tuttle Clarkson - 6.2 Acres
iv. Ballard Farms - 9.9 Acres
• Spring Burns
i. Kishwaukee Valley - 26.3 Acres
ii. Piscasaw Fen - 71.2 Acres
iii. Distillery - 18.8 Acres
iv. Spencer - 21.5Acres
v. Kinnikinnick - 72.7 Acres

• Total Acres = 231.5

Education Department

April 2018 Board Report

School Programs
o
o
o
o
o

Kindergarten programs have ended. There were 5 classes; 90 students; 27 adults.
There were 4 pre-school programs at Montessori with 90 students and 6 adults.
Second grade programs start this week thru the end of the school year.
Envirothon competition was Thursday, April 12th. Our team worked hard!
Meehan Environmental Club will be participating in Comcast Cares cleanup.

Public Programs
o Teaching “Environmental Ethics’ to Master Naturalist class next week.

Scouts
o Boy Scout Fish & Wildlife merit badge workshop had 10 boy scouts participate.
o Cub Scout program “Tigers in the Wild” had 7 scouts and 6 adults.

Camp
o Registration is open, and spots are filling up.
o Camp staff has been hired. Training starts in June.

Meetings/Conferences
o Attending EEAI Roundtable in Hoffman Estates. The topic is Service Learning.

Other
o Continue to work on updates to education/scout program layout on website.

Board Report April 2018
Special Events and Public Outreach Manager

I am finalizing the details for the Comcast Cares Day Saturday, April 21. As of this week we have 95 volunteers
signed up. We will be focusing our volunteer efforts at Kinnikinnick and the LPT and the Brent Anderson from the
City of Belvidere will work with volunteers at Spencer in the drainage ditch again. Belvidere Park District will be
working with volunteers at Red Horse Bend and Mary Bracken Homestead Park.
Weather permitting, we will be planting in the gardens next week.
I am in the process of getting sponsors for the Autumn Pioneer Festival. Since we are an official Bicentennial event
we are anticipating record crowds. Our event is listed on the official Bicentennial website. We are also having the
Evening with the Lincoln’s on the Friday night of the festival.
I met with Justin Barber and his coworker to discuss the Youth Probation volunteer opportunities for the summer.
They may also have adults but that will depend on if they have anyone who is eligible.
Youth will be doing fence removal, brush cutting, painting and other maintenance tasks needed at Spencer.
Pam Stock

Final Accounts Payable for April

