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• Conserve and manage important 

natural lands and wildlife habitat 

for future generations in one of 

Illinois’ fastest growing regions

• Leverage local interest and 

willingness to invest in land 

conservation with broader state and 

federal support

• Develop a public-private 

partnership to bridge jurisdictions 

and create a shared, regional open 

space resource

• Develop a rationale for conservation 

and land acquisition

• Develop a long and short-term 

concept for open space development 

and programming to serve growing 

local and regional recreation needs

Feasibility Study 

Considerations
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Regional Context (Not to Scale)

CENTRALLY LOCATED

• The study area is 

equidistant and within a 

reasonable drive from three 

major regional population 

centers (Chicago, 

Milwaukee and Madison)

• The study area is within a 

one-hour drive of the 

growing population centers 

north and west of Chicago

• The study area is well 

suited for open space 

tourism, within a 

reasonable driving distance 

to many state and county 

managed open spaces

• There is an estimated 

population of 4.5 million 

within 50 miles and 12.8 

million within 100 miles of 

the study area
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*Population data from the 2000 U.S. Census and Claritas, Inc.

*Map Courtesy of Rand McNally
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Wisconsin

McHenry

County
Pop. 260,077

+41.9% 

from 1990

Lake

County
Pop. 644,356

+24.8% 

from 1990

Kane

County
Pop. 404,119

+27.3% 

from 1990

DuPage

County
Pop. 904,161

+15.7% 

from 1990

Cook

County
Pop. 5,376,741

+5.3% 

from 1990

Will

County
Pop. 502,266

+40.6% 

from 1990

Illinois

Indiana

Boone

County

Study 

Area

Regional Context (Not to Scale)

WESTWARD EXPANSION

• The traditional six-county 

Chicago Metropolitan Area is 

rapidly expanding west towards 

Boone County

• McHenry County is the fastest 

growing county in Illinois

• Boone County experienced a 

35.6% population growth 

between 1990 and 2000

• The Study Area is perfectly 

situated to serve future growth 

and associated recreation and 

open space needs

Six County 

Chicago 

Metropolitan 

Area

*Population data from the 2000 U.S. Census

*Map Courtesy of Rand McNally

• New construction in western 

McHenry and Boone County is 

being marketed to Chicago 

workers in local publications

Chicago

Rockford



Regional Context (Not to Scale)

ECOLOGICALLY CONNECTIVITY

• Crow’s Foot Conservation Area 

could become one of the largest 

public recreation areas in the 

region

• Because of its location on the 

Kishwaukee River, Crow’s Foot 

Conservation Area could 

provide an important ecological 

linkage and a potential reservoir 

for migratory wildlife

• Crow’s Foot Conservation Area 

could play an important role in 

mitigating local flood effects 

and contribute towards regional 

groundwater protection and 

aquifer recharge

• Significant comparable open 

spaces not on the map:

*State Park data from Wisconsin and Illinois DNR.

*Map Courtesy of USGS.

- Cache River State Natural Area 

(11,499-acres)

- Site M Site (15,574-acres)

- Kaskaskia River State Fish and 

Wildlife Area (20,000-acres)

- Horicon Marsh Wildlife Area 

(11,009-acres)



HYDROLOGICALLY CONNECTED

• Coon Creek and its tributaries 

span 158.3 miles in length with 

a 29.7-mile main channel.

• The Coon Creek subwatershed 

drains 156 square miles of land 

in Kane, DeKalb, McHenry and 

Boone Counties.

• Coon Creek is part of the 1,257 

square mile Kishwaukee River 

watershed that drains to the 

Rock River, then to the 

Mississippi River.

Study 

Area

• The Kishwaukee watershed includes farmland, prairie, 

savanna, wetlands, sloughs and forest areas.

• The Kishwaukee watershed is one of the three highest 

quality river systems in Illinois.

Study 

Area

*Maps Courtesy of United States Geological Survey (USGS)

*Data from Coon Creek Preliminary Watershed Plan, Concerned Citizens for Coon Creek, 1999 Coon Creek Subwatershed Map

Kishwaukee River Watershed Map



McHENRY COUNTY CURRENT COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
*Map Courtesy of McHenry County



BOONE COUNTY CURRENT

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

*Map Courtesy of Boone County

LEGEND



• Current Comprehensive Plans for Boone and McHenry County designate much of the study area as environmentally 

sensitive land, open space, potential agriculture land and rural residential areas anchored by the more urban centers 

of Belvidere, Garden Prairie and Marengo





2002 Site Photographs

US Rt. 20

1999 Aerial Photograph

Courtesy of Illinois State Geological Survey and USGS

Garden Prairie Wetland Coon Creek at Grange Road Channelization at Burma Road Bottomland Farming at Burma Road

Crow’s Foot

Belvidere

STUDY AREA OVERVIEW

• Considers the resource base 

of over 16,000 acres in 

McHenry and Boone 

Counties

• Includes six creek 

confluences, four with the 

Kishwaukee River

• Sparsely populated 

bottomland farmland 

adjacent to three local 

population centers 

(Belvidere, Garden Prairie 

and Marengo)

• Contains a variety of 

landscape types 

• Is well served by regional 

and local transportation, 

including I-90 and U.S. 20

Kishwaukee River

Piscasw Creek

Mosquito Creek

Mud Creek Rush Creek

Spring Creek

Coon Creek

Study 

Area



Coon Creek 

Floodplain

Kishwaukee River 

Floodplain

HYDROLOGICALLY CONNECTED

• The Coon Creek floodplain makes up approximately 35% of the study area, including the vast 2,561-acre “crow’s 

foot” near the Boone-McHenry County line that is served by the 7,000-acre Coon Creek Drainage District

• Despite extensive channelization, the Coon Creek floodplain is broader than that of the Kishwaukee River at their 

confluence with flooding typically the result of a backwater effect from the Kishwaukee River

*Floodplain map courtesy of Illinois State Water Survey

*Drainage District Map courtesy of McHenry County Conservation District

Coon Creek 

Drainage 

District



1872 McHenry County Atlas, Riley Township 1998 Flood Photos

Coon Creek Drainage District Map

A HISTORY OF FLOODING

• The study area has a long 

and documented history of 

flooding

• The 7,000-acre Coon Creek 

Drainage District is located 

within the study area, 

containing an extensive 

system of tiles and ditches 

to drain the “crow’s foot” 

area for agricultural use

• Notes from an 1837 Survey 

of Riley Township tell of 

the area’s hydrological 

character, including:

*Maps,  photographs and survey notes  courtesy of 

McHenry County Conservation District

- A wide, rapidly flowing 

“Rackoon Creek” out of its 

banks and flowing north

- A creek confined to no 

particular channel spreading 

itself throughout the bottom

- Rackoon Creek loosing itself 

and turning into a swamp in 

place of a creek

- Land all swamp – fit for nothing



DIVERSE VEGETATIVE COMMUNITIES

• Riparian corridors along the Kishwaukee River, Coon Creek and their tributaries contain an array of wetlands including 

rivers/creeks, open water/ponds, emergent plants (marsh/wet prairie), forested/swamp and shrub wetlands.  High quality 

oak savannas have been observed in upland areas.

• Notes from the 1837 Riley Township survey describe a rich vegetative mosaic, including gently rolling wet and dry 

prairie, oak savanna, woodlands of oaks (red, white, bur), hickory, ash, quaking aspen, walnut and undergrowth of hazel

*Maps courtesy of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Illinois 

Department of Natural Resources and Illinois Natural History 

Survey



SOILS REFLECT THE PAST

• Nearly 50% of the study contains hydric or poorly-drained soils associated with the site’s bottomland setting, falling 

into hydrologic group C and D according to U.S. Department of Agriculture standards

• Built drainage improvements have altered the land to allow crop development but the soils still reflect their wetter 

past and pose challenges to area farmers in the bottoms during periods of heavy precipitation

*Maps courtesy of U.S. Department of Agriculture



ABUNDANT HABITAT

• 46 bird species and 

126 varieties have 

been observed in the 

study area, including 

43 wetland species

• Two Illinois 

Endangered Species 

were observed 

(Northern Harrier 

and Yellow-headed 

blackbird) 

• Two Illinois 

Threatened Species 

were observed 

(Sandhill Crane and 

Sedge Wren)

Sedge Wren Yellow-headed Blackbird Northern Harrier Sandhill Crane

Garden Prairie Wetland



OWNERSHIP

• Collectively, an approximate 3,460 acres of land has been identified that is either in public ownership, pending public 

ownership, in conservation easements or in the hands of  potential willing sellers.

*VOID*



PHASE ONE CONCEPT

• The area below is identified as “Phase One” of the Crow’s Foot Conservation Area and illustrates a conceptual 

design for those parcels.



PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITIES

Dog Playground

Adventure Playgrounds



PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITIES

Camping



PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITIES

Working/Habitat Farm

Horse Rentals

Hunting



PROGRAMMING OPPORTUNITIES - WATER

Non-Motorized Boating Fishing



PARK FACILITIES OPPORTUNITIES

Adaptive Re-Use 

(Visitor/Event Center)

Adaptive Re-Use 

(Nature Center)



Years 5-7

• Detailed master plan for properties

- Phase 1 improvements

- update project status

- ensure compatibility with Phase 1 

Years 7-10

•Construction of phase 1 improvements

•Ongoing management

•Update project plan

December 2002

A 30 - 50 YEAR VISION

Years 1-5

• Outreach to public and decision-makers

• Ongoing grant writing and fundraising

• Secure inter-governmental agreements

• Ongoing due diligence

- hydrology study

- establish monitoring well system

- inventory

- explore revenue opportunities for 

local schools

•Proactive approach to local and regional     

zoning and land use

•Phase 1 Acquisition (5 years)

- lease to farmers in interim

- include restoration strategy


