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Brown Conservation Park
Milt and Mary Jo Brown gifted a one acre conservation park to the Boone County Conservation District
on a cool and very breezy morning this past September 30th. The Browns were actively involved in all
phases of designing and constructing this wonderful
facility. Features of the site include a parking area for
five vehicles, picnic shelter, restrooms, well with hand
pump drinking fountain, kiosk, and a path connecting
the park to the Long Prairie Trail. The Browns invested more than $176,000 improving the site and
establishing this park.
Boone County Conservation District Trustee David
Sliktas praised Mr. & Mrs. Brown for their kind and
generous gift and noted that the site would ―forever be known as the Brown Conservation Park‖ and
that this was the Conservation District’s first ―fully developed trailhead park on the Long Prairie Trail‖ at
the dedication ceremony. About thirty people attended the dedication and everyone enjoyed fresh apple cider and cider donuts from the Edwards Apple Orchard. Milt Brown expressed his appreciation for
everyone involved in the project including Ollmann & Ernest Architects, Rockford Structures, the Boone
County Conservation District staff and his wonderful wife – Mary Jo. Milt and Mary Jo both expressed
that they were ―excited about this and believe that giving back to the community is important. We believe that this park, which adjoins the Long Prairie Trail will be enjoyed by many people for many years.‖
The Browns plan to place a dedication plaque at the site on a large glacial boulder with the following inscription:
―Dedicated to the Scottish Immigrant Farmers who settled in this community in the mid –1800’s. They
turned the unbroken soil into productive farms, built
schools and churches, and worked together to form a
proud and caring society. The United States became a
great and free nation because of the hard work and dedication of people such as these.
The property adjoining this park has been owned by four
generations of the Brown Family (Charles, Charles T., D.
Elvin, and Milton R.) since 1850.‖
The address for the site is 16054 Caledonia Road and can
be accessed off of Caledonia Road just north of the Quail
Trap Road intersection. Please enjoy your new facility!

Nature Notes
The Mission of the Boone County
Conservation District is to preserve
and manage natural areas and open
spaces for ecological, educational,
and recreational benefits of present
and future generations.

December:
Screech owls and barred owls are calling
Winter solstice
Watch for new arrivals at
your feeders
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January:
Squirrels, beaver, opossums, coyotes
and foxes begin to mate
Bald eagles roost and feed along the major
rivers in Illinois
February:
Chipmunks are out on warm days
Redwing black birds, mallards, wood ducks,
and robins start to return
Skunks begin to mate
The first squirrels are born

The District wants everyone to discover the benefits of recreation. For families considering any of our
programs who have special considerations, such as diabetes, asthma or physical or cognitive disabilities, your participation is welcome too. The earlier you contact us so we can talk with you about how
to make your experience safe and fun, the more likely it will be safe and fun!

Monthly Meetings
(All meetings are held at
the Roger D. Gustafson
Nature Center and are
open to the public)

BCCD Board of Trustees
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m., December
14th, January 18th and February 15th.
Gardeners of America
Tuesdays at 2:30 p.m., No meeting at
the District in December and January ,
February 28th.

Eagle Watch
Saturday,
January 28th
7:30 a.m.—
6:30 p.m.
Join us for a
day of eagle
watching along the Illinois River at
Starved Rock. There are programs featuring live birds of prey, nature seminars and exhibits. You can bring your
own lunch or eat at the lodge. Bring
binoculars if you have them. The cost
to ride in our mini bus is $20 a person
for Boone County residents and $25 a
person for out of county residents.
There is also a minimal charge to use
the trolley at Starved Rock. We will
leave the Nature Center at 7:30 a.m.
Space is limited. Preregister and prepayment is required, so call (815) 5477935.

Make Your Own Pioneer
Clothing
Thursday, March 29th
9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Community Building
Before the class come to the
Nature Center and look over
our selection of patterns.
We will help you determine
how much material you will
need to buy for your pattern choice. Bring any
sewing supplies you might have, lunch
and drink. IT WILL BE FUN! Cost is
$5.00/person
The District is also looking for anyone
who knows how to sew to bring your
sewing machine and help out. Call
(815) 547-7935 for additional information or to register. You must preregister and prepay by March 19.

Cross Country Skiing and Snowshoeing
If you are interested
in joining staff for a
night cross country
skiing or snowshoeing trek, please call
(815) 547-7935 to have your name
placed on the list. If the weather cooperates and a night trek is planned, you
will be notified as to when and where.
You must furnish your own skiing
equipment or snowshoes.

Heirloom Garden Seed Sale
Saturday, February 18th
1:00 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
Heirloom seeds will
be on sale at the
Roger D. Gustafson
Nature Center. (Cash
and check only,
please)

Brain Tanning
Saturday, April 14th &
Saturday April 21st
8:00 a.m. to 5 p.m.
This 2 day workshop
will teach you how to
brain tan a deer hide
the Native American
way. Cost of the
workshop is $25 per
person. Space is very
limited. Pre-registration and prepayment are required. Call the Roger
D. Gustafson Nature Center at (815)
547-7935 to reserve your spot.

Holiday Walk
Saturday,
December 3rd
6:00 p.m.—
8:00 p.m.
FREE

Stroll along a
luminary lit
pathway and visit our authentic log
cabins, eat popcorn popped fresh
over an open fire, and see how
Christmas was celebrated in the past.
Held at the Roger Gustafson Nature
Center Festival Ground. Call (815)
547-7935 for information.

Conservation Areas Closed
Kinnikinnick Creek Conservation Area, LIB Conservation Area, Distillery
Conservation Area, Kishwaukee Bend Conservation Area, Beaver Bluffs
Conservation Area (dog park will be
open) and Piscasaw Fen Conservation Area will be closed to the general
public on the Saturdays and Sundays
listed below for archery hunting.:
November 12th& 13th
November 26th & 27th
December 10th & 11th
December 17th & 18th
January 7th & 8th

District will be Closed On
Nov.24th and 25th
Thanksgiving
Dec. 23rd and 26th
Christmas
Jan. 2nd, 2012
New Years

What a Waste!
The BCCD would like to thank all the
volunteers who helped at our Autumn
Pioneer Festival. Also thanks to Susie’s
Garden Patch for their donation of produce for the harvest table. Without
volunteers and donations this event
would not be possible.

From the
BCCD staff

Number of US catalogs mailed
each year
19 million
Tons of paper used
3.6 million
Number of trees used
53 million
Our newsletter is also available to read
on our website and via email. If you
would prefer the electronic version, just
send or call us with your email address.
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Kid’s Ice Fishing
Workshop

A FREE workshop for kids 5—15. Lunch provided.

Saturday, February 4, 2012
9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon
Workshop will start at the Roger D. Gustafson Nature Center
603 N. Appleton Road, Belvidere, IL
Bring any ice fishing equipment you have, limited rigs available.
You must preregister for this program. Registration begins January 4, 2012.
Call the BCCD at (815) 547-7935 to register

